                                         GOD DELIGHTS IN YOU

Sisters and Brothers of Incarnation,

We hear so often those words in Proverbs 29:18 “Without a vision, the people perish.”

Now ask yourself a question: “What is your vision of God?  If you were going to tell someone else about God’s feelings, or attitudes, what would you tell them?”  You do not need to engage yourself in unfounded speculation or fantasy.  Scripture tells us plainly.  The problem we create for ourselves and others is that we never bother to look or notice.  The purpose of this reflection is to open a door to at least one reality about God, and that is “God wants to delight in you.”
Think for a moment about your own human experience of delight.  When you delight in someone or something there is a focus of purpose and your energy seems to be orchestrated even by the anticipation of participation with the person, object or project of delight. When there is delight in someone or something, you want to talk about it and let others know about it.  Sometimes we talk too much, and those around us begin to wish we would take to heart Psalm 46:10 “Be quiet and know that I am God.”  The experience of delight is also one in which we are drawn out of our inner life, and our burdens or conflicts are suspended for a while so that another dimension of our life can come alive. Let me give an example from my own life.  I have some artistic talent and produce a number of floral paintings (roses being my favorite).  Once at a silent auction for a certain charity, some people who saw my painting remarked to me that they wish they could paint; affirming that it must be so relaxing. My response was that it is not relaxing.  When I paint I am energized.  A brush in one hand, another held sideways between my teeth, and excited about what is developing on the canvas!  Sometimes I forget to eat, and I don’t care too much about what is happening around me.  The focus is on what is being drawn out of me.   

 Delight is much more than enjoyment or pleasure.  What we enjoy or what gives us pleasure always has the possibility of being private or hidden.  But delight always brings us into a larger world.  But not only that.  Delight seems to also bear the gift of sacrifice; an unselfconscious gift of a part of one’s life.  If all the above parts are taken together it can be recognized that “delight” is in the equation of “creation.”  
There are five significant passages from Scripture that we can dwell with.        
Proverbs 8:31 “I found delight (וְשַעֲשֻעַי ) in the human race.”  
The complete passage begins on verse 22 and it is about the creation of Wisdom and it is a person.  In the Old Testament, Wisdom is rarely the Holy Spirit.  Wisdom is the Son of God, the second person of the Trinity, the Messiah.  In fact, in the Gospel of John, Jesus is the incarnation of Wisdom.  What is interesting about Wisdom is the association with creation. “I was beside Him as His craftsman, delighting Him day after day. (Proverbs 8:30)”  More of this will be explained later.  But now the important observation is that delight and creation are together. Also, it is this Wisdom that provides the plan for creation.    The key reality here is that God takes delight in humanity.  Humanity is not disparaged.  Rather, God wants to participate, to “play” with us, to be within the movements of our human life, and also to invite us to be a part of Himself.
Micah 7:18 “…He (God) delights ( חָפֵץ ) to show mercy ( חֶסֶד ).”  Here the Hebrew word HeSeD actually means Faithful or Covenant Love.  What does mercy look like and what does it feel like? Mercy is God’s promise to love you, and He delights in that covenant.  What that delight looks like is beautifully announced in another passage.
Jeremiah 31:3.  There are several English translations but I want to show you this passage based on the translation of St. Jerome.  “I have loved you with an everlasting love.  Therefore I have attracted (מְשַכְתּׅיך׃) you with loving kindness ( חֶסֶד ).  The root word in that past tense “attracted” (MeSheK) means to draw something to you, to attract.  The word for loving kindness (HeSeD) we have seen before, and it is Covenant Love. We feel God’s mercy when we realize that there is something about God that attracts us.  It may be His beauty, His Word, prayer, or a dimension that we cannot fully describe.  There is something that is attracting us, and with the full emotional implications that the word attraction carries. We come to the realization that God does want to be close to us.
Zephaniah 3:17  “He will take great delight ( יָשִיש ) in you. He will quiet you with His 
                             Love, He will rejoice ( יׇגִיל ) over you with singing.” (The ancient  Greek translation of this passage known as the Septuagint will state “He will refresh  you.”)                                                                               

Isaiah 62:4-5  “…for the Lord will take delight ( חָפְץ )in you…as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride your God rejoices ( יׇשׅיש ) over you.”  

These two passages show the closeness, the embraceable nature of God.  The image of a child who becomes quiet when held and the intimacy of a bridegroom are powerful symbols of the God Who wants to hold you and to be a part of your life.  These are more than rich symbols.  They are a shining forth of the real emotions of God.  And these emotions have an implication. WHAT THEY ALL ADD UP TO IS THE REASON WHY THE FULNESS OF GOD CHOSE TO BE FULLY HUMAN: THEY REVEAL THE “WHY” OF THE INCARNATION. I will also add that delight is the foundation for the possibility of an encounter with God. 
Let’s go back for a moment to Proverbs 8:30-31.
“I was the craftsman at his side. I was filled with delight day after day, rejoicing in His presence, rejoicing in His whole world and delighting in mankind.”

You will notice in this passage that the speaker is Wisdom.  And what is also announced here is that Wisdom is associated with being a “craftsman.”  What this discloses is that Wisdom is not something that is totally “spiritual” or intellectual.  It is also associated with a physical reality.  So too in one’s own life, wisdom is not simply a mental reality or quality of the mind. Wisdom is also a physical or bodily reality. 

It is interesting that the first time the word “wisdom” is used in the Bible is in the book of Exodus, 28:3.  The word for “wisdom” in Hebrew is “HoKMaH”  (חׇכְמׇה ).  The context is about a certain group of men who have been given a special skill to make the vestments of Aaron, the high priest.  Wisdom and having a skill, a craftsman, are together. The indication is that religious experience is not an idea or ritual, but is an art in making God’s plan a touchable, visible reality.  The word appears again in Exodus 31:3-4 where again there are those who are given a special skill to build the dwelling place of God, the Tabernacle.  Notice that the words used to describe this temple are The Tent of Meeting.  This is more than just a place of prayer or worship, it is a place to encounter God.  It must also be especially emphasized that the vestments of the High Priest and the temple have a very important symbolic meaning.  They are representations of the universe and of creation itself.  Philo Judaeus of Alexandria (20 BC to 50 AD) in The Life of Moses II, section  XXIV, states : “But we must not omit to mention the signification which it (the dress of the high priest) conceals beneath both in its whole and in its part. In its whole it is a copy and representation of the world; and its parts are a representation of the separate parts of the world.”  Also,  because the plan of the tabernacle was shown to Moses on Mt. Sinai (Exodus 25:40), the ancient Jewish mystics affirmed that what Moses saw was not simply a heavenly dwelling, but a vision of creation which the tabernacle replicates. (The similar idea is seen in Hebrews 8:5)  The tabernacle is a copy of both the universe and the act of creation. Tabernacle is not only a noun, it is also a verb; it is both a place and an event.  
As stated before, wisdom is not something totally intellectual.  Wisdom is also physical and bodily.  The Gospel of John presents Jesus as the incarnation of Wisdom.  Here, wisdom is a person.  He is the incarnation of the Divine plan to dwell, make His home, among us.  Wisdom builds a house (Proverbs 9:1).  Suddenly, it seems to make sense that the Son of God is identified as a carpenter (Mark 6:3) and that the one chosen to raise His son, Joseph, is also identified as a carpenter(Matthew 13:55).  Wisdom and carpenters have a long story together.  The orthodox rabbis in Eastern Europe told the story that a traveler entered a village and he had a question about the Torah.  He inquired if there was a rabbi in the village and was informed that the village was too poor to support a resident rabbi.  Where upon the traveler then inquired if there was a carpenter in village.  Bear in mind that the Greek word translated as carpenter (tecton, τεκτων ) also means one who can do light construction, a home builder.
The incarnation of God’s plan to dwell with us (Cf. Ephesians, 1) brings us now to consider God’s “will” in terms of God’s delight in us.

· I cannot summarize 18 centuries of the history of a philosophical concept here, but let it suffice to state that it is an academic reality that Christianity discovered a faculty of the mind that the ancient world did not recognize:  the will.  It is first articulated in that internal conflict which St. Paul describes in Romans 7.  There does not exist in Latin, Greek, or Hebrew a word which we in our age use for this experience, “the will.”  The Greek word St. Paul keeps using is the word for “plan” (θελημα—thelema) and its verb “I want” (θελο—thelo)   Voluntas, Latin, is a free choice (as in volunteer).  The most difficult question for centuries has been about the healing of the will, this internal  conflict. To be as brief as possible:  The healing of the will begins when it is recognized that the will must be attached to memory (the 3 faculties of the mind being intellect, memory, and will), and when the will is engaged for its proper function—the recovery of the fundamental self. Without these, one endures those painful episodes of “will power” or its more destructive form “the will to power.” 
In Ephesians, chapter 1, St. Paul describes the Incarnation in several ways which use the word we saw before, thelema, plan, and which in our English translations is “will.”  
In verse 5, using the original meaning, Paul says “…according to the good pleasure of  His plan.”  In verse 9 it is “…He has made known to us the mystery of His plan.” And in verse 11, “…according to His counsel and plan.” Jesus is the incarnation of God’s plan.
As mentioned before, Christianity had an experience and a discovery of a faculty of the mind, but did not have a word for it.  So, a standard word was used but new content was given to it.  We can see in Matthew 6:10 a petition in the “Our Father” where Matthew writes “…Thy kingdom come, Thy thelema (plan) be done…”  The plan is Jesus.

Go back to Proverbs, 8:30  “…I was the craftsman at His side…”  He both provides the plan and is the plan.  But he is also something more. This takes us to the next scene.
The word in the Old Testament which is often translated as the “will” is “ratzon” ( רָצוֺן ).   This is the word that is used in the Hebrew version of the prayer “Our Father.” But translating it as “will” is anachronistic to the ancient mind before Christianity.
The word at its basic meaning is for something, or an action, that is favorable or pleasing. Examples of this are seen in Psalms 5:13; 30:6&8; 51:20; 89:18; 106:4. It also means something that is delightful or accepted. In Isaiah 58:5, putting down humans is not acceptable to God,  and in Isaiah 60:10 God will show compassion in His acceptance. And it can also mean what one wants, or one’s desire.   When this word is used concerning God it has the unique focus of “being accepted” by God.  For example, Exodus 28:38:  “…so that they may be acceptable to the Lord.”  Being accepted means that God feels subjectively well disposed, finds delight, in someone. Once more, go back to back to Proverbs 8:30 “…I was the craftsman by his side, delighting  ( שַעֲשֻעִים , shashua’im) Him day after day…”
How would you feel spiritually, in feeling the heart of God for you, if you said a prayer given to us by Jesus and a certain part was retranslated to pray “Thy kingdom come, thy acceptance (delight) be done?”    
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Final Thought:  In the Gospel of John, chapter 6: 37-40, Jesus speaks and the evangelist writes the word θέλημα (thelema, plan) four times.  In your translation the word “will” is used. How do the words of Jesus sound in your heart if you hear verse 40 this way:  “This indeed is the delight of my Father, that all who see the Son and believe in him may have eternal life…”  This is the experience of our acceptance as we look upon Him “whom they have pierced” (Zechariah 12:10).  The loving of the event of the cross.    
