               TURN, SEEK, and LOVE

“Turn to the Lord in your need, and you will live.”

   (responsorial Psalm for 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time, cycle C.

     Based Psalm 69, v. 33 “…you who seek God, may your hearts revive.”)
“You shall love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.

Sisters and Brothers of Incarnation, 

Beginning with my Christmas homily and on Ash Wednesday, I explained that the very foundation of the spiritual life is based on the experience of “TURN.”  I affirmed this because “turn” is exactly what God does.  He turned toward us in the Incarnation. He turned to the one crucified next to Him and said “This day you will be with me in paradise.”  The Old Testament is filled with prayer asking God to turn to us, and of God asking us to turn to Him.  A prophet is sent to turn hearts (Malachi 3:24, and Luke 1:17). 
We reveal a lot about our own lives and hearts when we realize to whom and what do we turn.  To whom or what do you turn when you are joyful or sad, thankful or remorseful?   To whom or what do you turn when you need guidance or feel purposeful? Where are you turning when you are hurt or healthy?  To whom or to what do you turn when you  are filled with life or when you are needy?

The psalmist proclaims “turn to the Lord in your need, and you will live.”
Sisters and Brothers, everyone of us, no matter what you are or how much you think you have, is needy.  We are all needy people.  But we have great difficulty admitting and feeling it.  For example:

The person who is a very successful businessman may have a deep need for real friends instead of “networking” partners.

The person who has so much that he/she feels beyond need, may be extremely needy to be generous.  

The person who seems to have it “all together” may have an overwhelming need for sorrow and forgiveness.

The care giver is always in need of being cared for, and the one who is always helping others is all too often blind to his/her need to receive the help of others.

The one whose days are filled with activities and joyful distractions does not feel the need to be quiet and alone not only to hear the Lord, but even their own heart and body.

The person who seems to have all the answers for everybody else and is without “problems” is needy in listening and learning from others.
The person who is always serious needs to “lighten up” for the sake of those who are close to him/her (as well as for his/her own sake).

I think you get the idea, and you can add to the list on your own.
“…and you will live (may your hearts revive)” Many of you have heard this famous expression: “He looked beyond my fault and saw my need.”  The Lord always sees beyond you.  He sees the need to which you have blinded yourself.  One of the reasons why God became human, the Incarnation, is because God looked beyond our fault and saw the need to restore our humanity.  In the words of the Pastoral Constitution of the Church, Gaudium et Spes,22  “ The truth is that only in the mystery of the incarnate Word does the mystery of man take on light…Christ, the final Adam, by the revelation of the mystery of the Father and his love, fully reveals man to man himself and makes his supreme calling clear.”  We rarely recognize that God seeks us.  I think you may begin to realize why you heart revives, that you will have a life, when you seek the Lord in your need.  When we do seek the Lord in our need some new dimension in our heart begins to open and become clear.  You do not have to fear your neediness if you do turn to the Lord.  That neediness becomes the open door to a highway of new vision and conversion, the true meaning of which is “change of mind.”  Most of the time we only turn to the Lord when we are in the obvious need revealed by pain or when misfortune befalls us.  But it is most important to turn to the Lord when we are healthy, happy, and fortunate because it is at those times that our need is not heard.  There is the “untold want,” to use a phrase by the poet Walt Whitman.

                    “The untold want by life and land ne’er granted,

                       Now voyager sail thou forth to seek and find.”     
Seeking is the experience that makes us human and which reveals our humanity. It is also the experience that opens us to God.  Think for a moment.  The first question that God asked of the first human beings is “Where are you? (Genesis 3:9)” God seeks for the humans because He loves them.  If you no longer seek the Lord, you no longer care about your own humanity.  If you no longer search or seek for anything it is because you no longer care.  We go on the search because “something” is calling us. Perhaps that is what the Book of Lamentations 3:25 is trying to tell us when we read “The Lord is good to those who seek Him.”  Every experience and encounter that we have with other people, every experience of wonder at the beautiful, in nature or in art, reveals that there is something more behind it.  To seek is the “trace” of God in our souls and hearts.
Let me give an example.  What if you go to your doctor for your regular physical and it is discovered that you have developed a certain medical condition.  When you leave that office or clinic you would immediately go to the internet to look up everything you could find in order to gain knowledge of this condition.  You would go on the search for information, insight, processes, etc., from every source available and read books so you can actively participate in your treatment and life.  But also, those who love you and are close to you would also go on the search so that they can be of assistance, to understand, and participate in your healthiness and life.  When we seek, we are alive.  When we search, our hearts revive.
“You shall love the Lord, your God…”

Sisters and Brothers, how can a human being love God?  We seem to know how to love our wife or husband.  We know what to do, what to say, and how to participate in their lives.  We know how to love our children and parents.  We know how to love those who are close to us and are meaningful to us.  We seem to know how to share our passion, to comfort, and give joy.  On the human level we know how to embrace and accept.  We have words to give and receive.  But what can we do or be to love God?

Perhaps our own human experience can open us to the way. Think for a moment about the following reality in your own life. I am sure all of you have some object that has a special memory in your life.  It is normally not anything expensive or rare like a jewel.  Some have a simple doll that has been kept since childhood.  Some have the theater tickets from their first date. It might be without meaning or considered valuable by another person, but for you it is a treasure.  It is significant to you not because of its objective worth.  It is treasured by you because of the person who gave it. Others who love you and whom you love would treasure it also if they knew the story.  When you love someone, you love their gift. It is accepted and cherished. When you love God, you love His gift.

The gift from Jesus Christ is the gift of Himself that is the Eucharist. The way to love God is to accept and participate in His gift. And to love others is to bring them also to that gift.  THE EUCHARIST IS THE WAY THAT ALMIGHTY GOD LOVES YOU WITH ALL HIS HEART, WITH ALL HIS BEING, WITH ALL HIS STRENGTH, AND ALL HIS MIND.

All His Heart: In Isaiah 54 we read “…My love for you will never cease, nor my covenant of peace.”  The Eucharist is the eternal covenant of His love.

All His Being:  God’s being is His reality as a Trinity; a COMMUNION of the Divine Persons that is ONE. He gives us the inner mystery of His life.

All His Strength: The reality of the Eucharist, the change of the nature of bread and wine into body and blood of Christ, is accomplished by the power of Christ’s risen glory.

All His Mind: Humans are the only creatures which God made for Himself, and made in His “image and likeness.”  We are what God has in His mind for Creation. The plan for us that is in His mind is that He became one of us in the Incarnation.  

If this is how God loves us, we love Him by accepting and participating in The Gift that comes from His heart, being, strength and mind.  We love Him with the acceptance of a heart that is now touched and moved by His sacrifice, a soul which recognizes the image of God in the depth your person that is the most profound dimension of your spiritual and physical being, a strength that will not let go of Him, and a mind that has a new vision of your life’s meaning and what you mean to Him. 
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