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“Come, I will whow you the Bride, the wife of the Lamb.” And in the Spirit be carried me awvay

to a great, high mountain, and showed me the boly city Jerusalem coming down out of Heaven

Jrom God, ... And the wall fgfflw ctty had twelve foundations, and on them the twelve nameds
of the twelve apoustles of the Lamb. ~ Revelation 21:9-10, 14

E PROFESS IN THE CREED, “the one, holy,
Tl‘ﬂ-

1z ditionally these four characteristics are

catholic and apostolic Church.”

called the four mark. of the Church. The

first three marks are discussed below. Although
the last mark, apostolicitv, is discussed in a separate
handout (see The Church is Apostolic), it must be
understood that it is the wure foundation of the Church
which ensures her u nity, holiness, and catholicity; it
is the mark that links them all. The Church is one,
holy, and catholic becatere whe w founded by Jesws Chrin
on the apootles, and be supernaturally guarantees thal the
apostolee menesd vy will perpetually continue tn bher bivhope.
The name “Church” is a derivative of the Greek
Kyreake, meaning “what ln-hmg_s to the Lord.” The
Church is the moon to the sun ot Christ; she reflects
his brilliance but does not
create it. For lhis reason,
when we profess our taith
in Ih:: marks u}'l'}n-: Churt‘!‘l.
we are not [_‘ll'()i‘cssil‘lg our
faith in the Church herselt,

but in the Triune God who

t
created, established, and continual- N
lv sanctifies her.

The relationship ol the
Church to God is so rich
and so diverse that numer-
ous Sl\-'l'l‘ll'l(‘l“(.' ilniis‘u“'\ I'l‘l\"_‘
been used in an eftort to
communicate this won-

derful reality. The Greek

ATERIMALES

\\'()['(l l’x“.{{'-'flﬁl ((}Cl'i\'l_‘{'}
trom “to call out of™), was
the preferred word used in
the Greek translation of the
Old Testament (the Septua-
gim) Lo (iesign;ne the étssel‘nbi_\'
of the lsrachites, the Chosen Peo-
ple, belore God. The Church sees
herself as the heir ro that assem-

bly, in the threefold sense of the

“While unity subsists in the
Catholic Chureh, this unity has
been profoundly wounded.”

The bargeat church in the world, St. Peter s
Bavilica an Rome, conatraccted from 1506 to 1613

liturgical assembly, convened to pray and worship:
the local community of believers: and the universal
Church that is the People of God gathering in the
entire world. In all these senses, she is the Body of
Chnist (see Col 1:18).

St. Peter and his successors were commissioned by
Chnist with the task (Jf'ii:cding and ren(]ing his sheep (see
Jn 21:15-17). Jesus himselt is the door to the slwcp-
told (see Jn 10:7), and the Church is his sheeplold. The
Church, in another image, 1s a cultivated field, specifi-
L‘a"_\* a vinc‘\’a:‘(] (see Mt 21:33-43) of which Jesus is the
true vine and we the laithful are the branches who bear
fruit il we abide in him (see Jn 15:1-8). The Church is
also symbolized as a building: the house of God (see Heb
10:21), the household of God (see | Tm 3:15), the dwell-
ing-place of God among us (see Rv 21:3), the holy temple
(see Eph 2:21), and the new
Jerusalem (see beginning
verses above). The faithful
are the living stones of this
building (see 1 Pt 2:5).

Finally, and most beau-
titully, the Church is the
Bride of Christ whom he loved and

“gave bunoelf up for ben that be maght

wancliy ber, bavang cleanoed ber by
the H'd.fr‘f?."ff_i} l_’f.ll'n‘f('-" with the word,
that be nitght present the church to
henwetf i splendor; wethout opot
or wrinkle or any ouch thig,
that whe mieght be holy and with-
out blemioh” (Eph 5:25-27).
This is the glorious Bride of
the book ol Revelation, the
Bride of the Lamb (see, tor
example, Rv 19:7; beginning
verses above), and she is our
mother (see Gal 4:26).

The Church is One
The Church is one because of
Christ. He founded his Church
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on St. Peter (see Mt 16:18)

and the rest of the apostles

and ensured that through
them and their successors
gutl\m‘l:(i :u‘oum' I‘I‘Lt' succes-

sor ol St. Peter, the Gnspel
\\'l)LlI(] continue to l)u pl‘c:tchc(l
and his l{iﬂg[liltli would spread
t|1|‘()l_|g}‘|olll Ihc \\'holc \\'()l"d,
The one Church continues his
saving presence on earth and
unites the Peop]e of God in “lne,
which binda everything together (n
pertect barmony” (Col 3:14).  Al-
though charity is the mast impor-
tant sign of the Church's unity,
there are also three other visible
bonds of her communion: 1) the
profession of the one faith re-
ceived from the apostles; 2) the
common celebration of the sacra-
ments; ilnd 3) t|‘|c :lp(}::ln“(: sUC-
cession whit‘h ensures llult tl!{'
;unhm'ir‘\' of our present pope
;ln(' l)is}u)ps 15 lhe sdame as l|‘tal
received by the ;qxasﬂcﬁ from Christ.

We cannot fail to recognize that. while unity sub-
sists in the Catholic Church, this unity has been pro-
foundly wounded by divisions caused at least in part
by the sins and pride of her own sons and daugh-
ters. The Church prays constantly tor Christian
unity in its work ol ecumenism and strives to heal
these wounds and reunite all Christians into the one

Church of Christ.

The Church is Holy

Jesus taught us to “be perfect ao four] Heavenly Fa-
ther w perfect " (Mt 5:48) and so the Church offers to
its members every spiritual gilt and grace toward this
end ol pertection and sanctity. Viewed from above,
the Church is that divine institution created by the
[Father, established by the Son, and animated by the
Holy Spirit. She is the Bride of Christ and the new

Jerusalem shown to St. John in his Heavenly vision:

“Ane [oaw the boly city, new Jerwoalem, conting dowit out of

Heaven from God, prepared av a brede adorned for ber buo-
baned " (Rv 21:2). Viewed from here below, the holi-

ness of the Church is imperfect. As the Kingdom of

God on earth, the Church is made up ot saints on the
way who have not yet attained the pertection which
awaits lhuln in Heaven.

‘{‘his ni‘ course :10?5 not fu”‘\' e,\'plain thc \\'e(lk-

“The Church ts meant to draw

people from every corner of the

world into ber fold.” ries.

It o Fratiohed, frlqunc.- Teowat, 1830 [ W)

nesses and moral failings
of some of her children in
past and present centu-
FFor that, our Lord

offers the parable of the

wheat and the weeds (sce
Mr 13:24-30, 36-43). Like the
master ol the field who allows
the weeds to grow up with the
wheat until harvest lest in up-
rooting them the wheat is de-
stroved, the Church s patient
with all her children and holds
out to them, even the most
hardened sinners, the mer-
When

Christ returns to iudgc the liv-

cy and love of God.

ing and the dead, only then will
he “gather out of bio Keingdeonr all
catses of i and all evildoers, and
Lhrow them into the furnace of
fire” (Mt 13:41-42). It should
also be noted that, during the
Church’'s more difticult times,
the Lord has been gracious in

sending her great models of sanctity and charity.
g & . ‘

The Church is Catholic

The word “catholic” means universal, which is ap-
plied to the Church in two ways. First, the Church
is catholic in the sense ol being "whole” or "total” be-
cause in her, according to the merits of Christ, sub-
sists the fullness of Revelation and means of univer-
sal salvation. Only the Church has the tullness of
the deposit of faith because only she is linked to the
aposﬂes who were entrusted with it and gi\'en the
great commission from the Lord: “Go theretore and
make disctples of all nations ... teaching them to obocrce all
that I bave commanded you " (Mt 28:19-20).

Second, the Church is catholic in the sense of
“universal” because she is meant to draw people
from every corner of the world into her fold. Thus,
evangelization is both a sign and a requirement of
the Church’s catholicity. God desires all people to
be drawn into the Church and torm the one Peo-
ple of God as one family. Her missionary etfort re-
spects cultural ditferences from around the world
when they do not contlict with Gospel values, and
the Church herself is made more beautiful by the di-
versity of gifts poured out by the Holy Spirit and by
the diversity of cultures in which she finds hersell.

(CCC 748-757, 811-856)

e, Holy, Catbolu..
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Te Charchis Fpostolic

You are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, budlt upon the
Joundation of the apoostles and propbets, Christ Jesuws himoelf being the cornerstone, in whom

the whole stracture s joined together and growes tnto a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you
aloo are budlt into it for a dwelling place of God in the Spirit. ~ Ephesians 2:19-22

HE sAaLvATION of the hu-

m:n race ;S l)(]LII'I(I I.IP

his own mysterious and
loving plan, the Son of God called and appointed
twelve men to enter a I‘c';liionship \\'ith |‘Iiln lh;ll was
.‘lh(!sﬂ(ht_'l' unique (see Mk 3:13-19). He lived and

ate with them, listened to and consoled them, mught

and admonished
them. He trust-
ed them with his
very life and gave
them a share in
his own miracu-
lous power. In
this, he raised
them to a level
ol inlllmac‘\' with
(jﬂ')(l

not on 1_\’ unsuir-

that was
passvd. but could
ha 1‘(”_\' be ex-
pl‘ussed or im:ig-
ined. They found

themselves lifted

to the heights of

divine triendship
E5:15)
and became “puare-
takera of the di-
eine nature” (2 Pt

(see Jn

I:4). It was only
fitting, therefore,
that alter accom-
plishing our sal-
vation, Jesus en-
trusted to these
maen I'Ii&"- oW'n sav-
ing mission (see
Mk 16:15) and

gl‘:lntc(‘] I}IL‘I'I‘I.‘ lor

with the alp():;l[u:-a. In

“‘Apoatolicity is essential
to (ts authenticity.”

communicated to the world.

Pope John Pawl W, redgning trom 1978-2005, bav been succeeded by Pope Benedict X1,
f;.]‘{' ;”‘J -1'?;")‘-;.‘1'(;'.1.--”' fir !zh' v If’r’-‘.h(i' ;Ji'lfl'f'

the sake of us all, a firm pledge
0|I his own l]i\'inc -'ll.][}'l()l'il"\' (see
Mi 28:18-20; Jn 20:21-23). ltis
through them and their succes-
sors that the divine grace won for us by Jesus on

the cross, and the fullness of his saving message, are

A careful reading of the Gospels reveals that, tor

Jesus, every-
thing depend-
ed on the apos-
tles. He himself
wrote nothing
down, and he
often pulled the
apostles aside
lo thplain whar
was misunder-
S-l(1t)¢| or to re-
\-'l.'.al what I1L‘ I‘lil(l
hidden trom the
CI'U\\'(IS atlu'] Il‘w
other disciples.
When they asked
why he spoke
to the people in
parables, Jesus
replied. "o you
i hao heen giv-
ent to Fnow Hhe ae-
ereto of the King-
dom of Heaven, but
to them i hao not
heen given” (M
13:11).

Although any-
one who fears
God and does
what 1s good is
acceptable to him
(see Acts 10:35),
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God wills to save us and make
us holyv as a “peuple" who are
hnndt\:tl ;mcl “nl(e(i It)gulhul' n
unity and charity. The cu|1ing
of the Israelite race and God's
desire to make them his own
attests to this. Nevertheless,
Israel was called in anticipation
of the redemption and a new
'f“l'{’;’{{' \\'I‘l{_} \\'(llll(l l)(_’ E-‘.ltl'ﬂ_'l‘l_'(.l
together from every tribe and
nation, '|'ogcl}wr: in all the
reality and power of Jesus'
:1L‘(llh -Ill'l(l Resurrection, II"iL“\'
would become “a choven race, a
reverl pricatbood, a boly natiwon ...,
whe onece were no people but now
are Godo people” (1 Pt 2:9-10).
This new "I’L‘()ph: ol God”
was destined to be gathered,
:_:TO\'(‘I‘I‘IC(L and sanctilied by
“H,r?r.' :’ll'r.'{l'c’ f}j’f’.'ff('-' 1’[“”-" 1’;(!-‘!.’:‘" "
(Rv 21:14). Tiu‘\\' knew that
God was calling them to b
“minioters of @ new covenant”
(2 Cor 3:0), “wervants of God”
(2 Cor 6:4), “ambassadors for
Chreot " (2 Cor 5:20), “wervants
of Chrast and stewards of the nry-
tertea of God ™ (1 Cor4:1). ‘[']m_\'
were sent to |)I‘L'.'u_‘|‘l Ihc Gos-
}IL‘I that converts hearts, estab-
lish believers in communities
of faith, and administer the
sacraments that gi\‘v the grac-
es necessary lor salvation. In
_~'.|‘|m‘l. '(iu:_\' were L'(I.Ill.‘(l to es-
tablish the Kingdom of God
on earth, namely, the Church.
Thu:-a. the one Chul‘l_‘h estab-
lished by Jesus Christ tor the
salvation of humanity is an ap-
avtolic Church. Apostolicity is
essential to its authenticity, Tt
is founded upon the apostles
and built upon Peter, chosen
from amongst them (see Lk
922:31-32; Jn 21:15-17), with
Christ himself as the chiel cor-

nerstone.

Since our Lord intended to be with us until “the

clowe of the age” (Mt 28:20), the apostles needed to

PAVTEF CIAREES FHOTOGRAFHY

A bisbopas crosier, symbolezing bis office
o .r{.h'}!’f‘l'l?ja'!.( ot .'l'_ff' ek

“Every bishop, every
priest, and every deacon
can trace his ministerial

powerds through the laying
on of hands of a bishop

who himuelf can trace his

ordination directly to the

apostles themaelves.”

choose successors to them-
selves. We see this first in the
Acts of the Apostles, when St.
Peter initiates the selection ol
a successor to Judas the trai-
tor (see Acts 1:15-26). St. Pe-
ter identifies this succession as
one taking the “office” of Ju-
das (see Acts 1:20). As the
Church spread bevond Judea
into the Gentile world, it be-
came essential to appoint ad-
dittonal individuals to oversee
tiu‘ VATIOUS I('lL‘{l} C‘I‘l I.n‘chc:‘-. as
we read in St. Paul's letters
(see Phil 1:1; I Tm 3:1; T1 1:7;
the English word "bishop” de-
rives from the Greek epaikopon,
which means “overseer”). And
we learn also from St. Paul
that, in his role as apostle, he
ha(] t]u‘ power 10 appuim 01[1-
ers to serve as priests: “Ther f
why 1 left you in Crete, that you
might amend what was defective,
and appoint clden i every fown
av { dreeted you " (Th 1:5). This
transfer of authority occurs by
the laving on of hands, as we
read in the book ol Acts (see
Acts 6:6; Acts 13:3) and in St.
Paul's letter to his disciple, the
bishop St. Timothy (see 2 Tm
1:6). ltis the irm tradition of
the Church that every bishop,
every |)|‘iest, imd every L|¢:a(‘0n
can trace his ministerial pow-
ers thl‘()ugh the la_\'ing on of
hands of a *Ji:-:]\op who himsell
can trace his ordination direct-
|_\' to the apnsllus themselves.
The Church is also apostol-
ic in the sense that, united to
the successors of St. Peter and
the other apostles, the Church
is sent out to convert the whole
world. Hence, all members of
T.ht.' ChUI'CI‘I dare Ca”{:d in \'al'i—

ous wavs to tultill the iq_}o:sl'nhc

mission. [t is the task ol every Christian to spread

the Kingdom of Christ to all people.
(CCC 75-79, 815-816, 857-865)
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j?/ﬁ}//:zZzZz?i/: God's Perfec! Gifl
lo Sis Tmperfectd CJurch

[ have yet many thinge to vay to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirtt of
truth comea, be will guide you into all the truth; for he will not apeak on his own authority, but
whatever he bears be will . lpc’aK, and he will declare to you the {/mzq‘i that are to come. He will
glordfy me, for he will take what & mine and dec dare it to you. All that the Father has i mine;

therefore 1 said that he will take what to mine and declare tt to you.
~Jobn 16:12-15

iz infallibility of

the pope is one of

those |{c_\' C;lll'm—
Y7 lic beliefs that are
often puzzling, even to
some Catholics. It takes
its place beside terms
like transubstantiation and the lmmaculate Concep-
tion. If not suitably explained, the truths attached to
these terms can lie trapped behind a wall of conlu-
sion. Where pdpu| infallibility is concerned, a certain
nagging suspicion or personal embarrassment may
(lupcn 'Il’llbllnlltIbl.lﬂ(llllb:ﬁ, It s |1|&|1|‘\ pr -obable that
many Catholics today turn a distinctive shade of red
when asked why the Chu rch continues to insist that
the pope is pertect.

Infallibility verses Impeccability

If papal infallibility meant that “the pope is per-
fect,” it would be an em-
barrassing and entirely
unacceptable claim: only
God is perfect. But the
Calhulic Clull‘uh {'lUL‘S
not claim that her leaders
have divine attributes. In
reality, the term “infalli-
ble” is not synonymous
“Intalli-

ble” means “incapable of

with pertection.

error,” which is cel‘minl‘\'
a characteristic u{'purfcc-
tion, but not the fullness
of perlection. Most mod-
ern calculators are "inca-

]_mhie of error” when it

“Papal infallibility’ means that
on specific matters and under very
precise conditions, it is impoossible

for the pope to teach falsely.

Papal crovn and atole on the Sacred Sergpture.:
which booka were tnapived by the Holy Spiret

comes to the addition
and subtraction ot sums,
but they are far from the
idea of what is perfect.
To say that t|‘|t‘: pope 18
perfect is to claim that
he 1s impcccul)le. which
means “without faw,” a claim that the Church does
not make and never will.

“Papal infallibility " is a technical, theological term
used to explain a fairly slI‘uightﬁn‘wm‘d reality. [t
means that on specific matters and under very pre-
cise conditions, it is impossible for the pope to teach
falsely. The following paragraphs set the stage tor
this gift and spell out the terms and conditions asso-
ciated with it.

At the Sources of Infallibility

Like all T.hings but sin, infallibility 1s a L,,'il"l trom
above. It has its source
in the divine life ol the
Holy Trinity.

crete form, it has been

In con-

Jesus Of. Nuzau‘eth, \\‘|10
is the eternal Son of God
made man (see Jn 1:1-
2, 14), and who “deadres
all men to be saved and to
come to the knowledge of the
trath” (] Tm 2:4). Jesus
Christ is “the dnage of the
inviiihle God " (Col 1:15),
the reflection of God's
The Church divcerned giu Ty (see He b 1:3),

revealed in the person of

“full of grace and truth”
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(Jn 1:14). He speaks the truth
and is the truth (see Jn 14:6).
In him, men and women have
access to the truth without er-
ror and find the answers to their

deepest questions.

The Ongoing Quest for
Meaning

For centuries, the Church has
asked “"What did Jesus mean?”
and “How does this apply to a
given situation?” In general,
these questions were answered
in ecumenical councils by the
successor ol Peter (lhc P()pc]
and the bishops in union with
him. Today, these questions are
asked by Catholics, by Chris-
tians who are not in tull commu-
nion with the Catholic Church,
and by men and women of good
will everywhere. There is hard-

Iy a word spoken by or about

mission given bv Jesus to

the apostles and is handed
down to every generation
through apostolic succession.
The mission of the Magiste-
rium is to “preach the Goapel to
the whole creatton” (Mk 16:15)
and to “guarantee.” until the
end of the world, “the objec-
tive possibility of professing
the true faith without error”

(CCC 890).

ol the itp()stles, the pope and

.‘\5 SUCCessors

the bishops in communion
with him. under the direct
guidance of the Holyv Spir-
it, see to it that the People of
God abide in the truth that
brings freedom. They are
the authentic teachers and
witnesses ol the Gospel and
the guarantors ol every true
interpretation of it. To fulhill

this service, they possess the

Jesus Christ that has not been
subject to caretul scrutiny. Re-
gre!tal;ll\'. the results ol these
analyses have led to many vary-
ing and often coniradictm:\' interpretations ol mean-
il'lE'. ,'\ I\ll]nl){‘l' {)Ffl"lL‘SC }'I-'.i\'(.‘ L‘."Ill.n'-t_'('] rl:ii'ni‘l]} (Ii\'isi‘“’nﬂ
in the Christian community itself and have weakened
the power of the Gospel. These divisions continue to
this day and have resulted in over 30,000 Christian de-
nominations and sects,

From this, a new question is raised. "How do we
know what Jesus really meant, and how do we ap-
ply this to present day circumstances?” Without a
guide or teacher, without a true witness, we are in
danger of error. In many cases, people silnpi_\' resign
themselves to the notion that there really is no way
of knowing (with true certainty) the truth on which
Christ constantly and forcefully insisted (see Jn
1214, 17: Jn 3:21; Jn 4:23-24: In 8:31; Jn 14:6, 17,
Jn 16:13). Butis this |'ca|}.\‘ so?

The Church’s Magisterium

In the midst of this uncertain-
ty stands the "Magisterium” ol the
Church’s teaching authority. It
is comprised of the pope and the
bishops in union with him. Thus,

the Magisterium is rooted in the

Antique boly card dating from the Firot Vatican
Council (1869-1870) which more clearly defined
papal infallibdity

“The charism of
infallibility (s not a
quedstion of personal

holiness. It 14 a

guedstion of teaching.”

aitt of ini}t“ihilit_\' In matters
of taith and morals.

Infallibility in Context

The gift of infallibility is exercised in several forms
and under very p['t'cise conditions. First, it 1s ﬂn}_\'
exercised in matters of faith and morals. Infallibil-
ity extends to the entire deposit of taith, as well as to
elements ol doctrine .-'.|.1<:|'| as morals, to ensure that
all the saving truths of the faith are pre:‘.m\'m] and
explained without error. The teachings of the pope
and the bishops are not infallible when they offer
opinions or recommendations outside these arcas.
Matters of personal opinion, Church discipline, and
Church administration represent examples of non-
intallible teaching.

As chief shepherd and teacher of all Christians
(see Jn 21:15-17), however, the pope teaches intalli-
bly whenever he teaches e cathedra (Latin for “from
the chair™). This is a hgure of
speech meaning from the seat of
teaching authority. When the
pope teaches “from his chair,”
that is, formally and consciously
as the Chiel Shepherd. he is by
the protection of the Holy Spirit
prevented from teaching Falsely.
In other words, God sees to 1t

Intallibulity — Page 2




“Infallibility does not imply
divine inspiration nor s it to be
condsidered new revelation.”

that he remains immune trom error.

The pope is infallible only by virtue of the special
promise of Jesus and rhe grace of the Holy Spir-
it. The gift can be exercised without the consent of
the other bishops or of the faithtul, but the pope 1s
not infallible as a private citizen. To teach infallibly,
the pope must be acting deliberately as visible head
ol the Church, supreme teacher of all Christians,
and a subject of Christ the King. Infallible leaching
must be a definitive teaching on faith or morals. The
bishops. too, can teach infallibly when they teach to-
gether in this wav united with the pope. Outside of
communion with the successor of Peter, no episco-
pal teaching can be authenticated. When the bishops
teach infallibly, they h()l'll'l.’l”‘\' do so in the context of
an ecumenical council.

Though the teaching ol Christ is constant and un-
changing, it must be applied to the circumstances ot
every age. [t must be read along with the signs ot the
times. The Church remains deeply conscious of her
responsibility in this area. It is the Church’s duty to
examine the signs of the times and to interpret them
in the |ig|1t of the Gospel. She does this so that she
can l"’IIIIL'I_ .ll-l a manner :II‘I]'}[‘(')I"ri-'\[I: to (_‘(l(']1 E"E'I'I(’I‘:i-
tion an authentic response to every human question
about the meaning of lite, the promise of the life to
come and how l|1|_-_\' are related. [t is therelore nec-
essary tar the Church to constantly and consistently
answer the questions presented to her by the mod-

ern \\'nl'ltl,

Objections

A ]}I‘ill"lal"\' ('ll)il.'(.‘l;()l‘l raised l)‘\' this T.I'Lllll is the re-
ality of weakness and sin. [t is said that, given the
I‘Lo[m"luus sins of certain popes, it is L‘|u.:u‘ I|1;\l ini.'atl-
libility does not exist. Yet the charism of inill“il':ilil}'
is not a question ol personal holiness. Iris a question
ut'lcaching. [t is a question of the Holy Spirit who
will not let the Church sink into error regur(.ling faith
and morals. Popes may reject in their own person-
al lives both faith and morals, but they will never be
given over to teaching as true what is actually false.
[t is worth noting that no pope in history has even
attempted to make an infallible statement justitying
his own sins or the sins ol others, or to satisty some

\\'I‘IiIT‘l or i}ll1t"_\'.

Sope Jobn Pawl 11, recgued from 1978 to 2005

Infallibility not Inspiration

Finally, infallibility does not imply divine inspira-
tion nor is it to be considered new revelation. When
the pope teaches infallibly, it s atter much praver
and the careful study of divine Revelation (Scrip-
ture and Tradition), as well as collaboration with his
brother bishops. It is chiefly a response to a ques-
tion, the clarification of a particular doctrine, or the
final settling of a dispute, all having to do with taith
or morals. For example: Was Jesus truly God and
truly human or a confused mixture of both? What
does it mean when we say that Mary was immacu-
lately conceived? When a pope 1s asked to tormally
decide on these questions, he has basically two choic-
es. He can either give the right answer or no answer.
To get the right answer he must investigate like any-
one else. In light of his investigation and guided by
the Holy Spirit, he is able to discern the truth and
preserve and el'l'ucti\-'ci‘\' gu.;u'(l the depo:‘-:it of Revela-

tion t::lll‘u:'iled to the Chul‘ch.

Recent Infallible Statements

Several examples can be cited of recent formal in-
fallible statements made by popes outside of a formal
church council. For example, Pope Pius [X in 1854
defined the doctrine of the Immaculate Conception
and, in 1950, Pope Pius X1 defined the Assumption
of Mary. Both delinitions were made with almost
unanimous consent from both the body of the bish-
ops and the faithtul (Ihmtgh l|‘|i:-: s not ncccssm‘.\').
Other infallible definitions have been made through
the voice of the many church councils through time,
such as the definition of the Blessed Trinity made at
the Fourth Lateran Council in 1215.

(CCC 888-892, 2035)

Infallability — Page T




.yff/'l wunl o‘f/%f ervanls gf(faz):
QJ/) Defer and s Q%zcm YA
i lhe Life of The Church

“Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might wift you like wheal,
but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fad; and when you bave turned again,
atrengthen your brethren.” And be satd to bim, “Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison

and to death.” He vatd, “I tell you, Peter; the cock will not crow this day,
wntd you three times deny that you know me. ~ Latke 22:5]1-54

Now when Jeaws came into the district of Cacsarea Philippt, be asked bhis disciples,
“Who do men say that the Son of man i?” And they vatd, “Some vay Jobn the Baptis,
others vay Elijah, and others Jeremiab or one of the prophets.” He said to them,
“But who do you say that I am?” Stmon Peter replied, “You are the Christ,
the Son t'?f.f'bt’ [f-i'l.ﬂ_{}' God.” ~ Matthew 16:15-16

Simon's Confession of Faith

IMON'S CONFESSION OF FAITH 1s essential to

understanding his unique role in the Church.

It was because of this

conlession that he was
given the name Peter and en-
trusted with the keys to the
Kingdom of Heaven. “Blesoed
are you, Stmon Bar-Jona!" Je-
sus declared, “for fleah and blood
bav ol revealed the to you, bt
my Father whe woar Heaven. And
[ tell you, you are Peter, and on
thio rock T will budd my church,
and the powers of death shall not
precal againot it 1wl give you
the keye of the Kingdom of Heav-
en, and whatever you bind on carth
aball be bound in Heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth aball
be looved in Heaven ™ (Mu 16:17-
19).

Peter was "blessed” be-

cause l']]t‘ I."thh{:l' !"t:\'(:;llt_‘d to hil'l] th(‘ ll'lllh iiil()LIl Ili‘:&

Son (see Mt 11:27). This truth was foundational and

definitive. The faith of the whole Church depend-

ed upon and was gl‘mmde(] in it. lnitiali‘\', and ac-

Sewano o menidered to f-_u u.-w"f.r. H’rlr..r
Donienceo Haotrotanni, 1876-1962

cording to God's plan, it was
given only to Peter. Through
the Hn|‘\' Spil‘it. he was able
to protess it openly before his
brother apostles. In turn, they
too were blessed and given the
grace to see the Lord for who
he was. Thus, on the rock of
Peter's faith, the apostles en-
tered into connunion around
the only one who had the pow-
er to unite them, namely Je-
sus Christ. Heis the Promised
One, the Messiah — truly, the
Son of the Living God.

“Peter is the Rock”
Because of his proi.es:-:ion
nf' |".'1ilh in C]’n‘i::it. Simon was

given a new name. In the

“The Lord Jesus personally and permanently

established apoastolic authority.”

The Assocution lor Catechuinenal Ministry { ACM) grants the original purchaser (parish, kocal parochial institution, ur individual) permission tr reproduce this handaou




“The pope (s more of a father than be ts anything else.”

Greek New Testament, this name is
rendered "Kephas " (From Aramaic)

or "Petroa” (from Greek), both
of which mean "rock.” Je-
sus called Simon "rock” be-
cause he mtended to build

his Church on Simon's
faith — a faith given him
dir‘ertl.\' from the F;ltl"lt:l'
(see Mt 16:17). Ultimately

and without a doubt, Jesus
Christ is the chiel corner-
stone of the Church (see Ps
118:22; Mt 21:42; Acts 4:10-
11; Eph 2:20-22; 1 Pt 2:4-8), but
he chose to build the Church on the
person of Peter, whose laith was essen-

tial to God’s plan.

Apostolic Authority and Succession

The role of Peter cannot be discussed without
s0me l‘l'u_-nli(m (Ji‘aposloiic illilh(}l‘i.l'.\' ill'l(I succession.
It is clear from Sacred Scripture that Jesus entrusted
his own mission to the care of all the apostle:-: (see Jn
13:20; In 17:18; In 20:21). He gave them ;mrhol‘it_\*
to teach and to heal (see Mr 10:1; Mr 28:20; Lk 9:1).
Furthermore, he promised to be with them until the
end of time (Mt 28:20) and to send the Holy Spirit to
guide them “tnte all the trath ™ (Jn 16:13). Hence, in
the power of the Holy Spirit, the Lord Jesus person-
ally and permanently established apostolic authority
(see 1 Cor 12:27-31; Ti 2:15). He did this in order
to keep the Church united in truth and charity until
“the close of the age” (Mt 28:20).

115 also clear From SCl'il)ILll'l: ll‘lut lhe mission Je-
sus entrusted to the apostles was destined to last un-
til the world's end. Therelore, they passed on their
unique role and authority to their closest collabora-
tors. Theyv accomplished this by means of the “laying
on of hands” (see Acts 6:5-6: 1 Tm 5:22; 2 Tm 1:6).
Today this is called ordination, that is, admission to
the sacrament of Holy Orders. [t signifies and brings
about “apostolic succession,” the fullness of which
resides in the bishops, but is shared by priests and
deacons.

By the will and grace of God, apostolic authority
has been preserved through an unbroken line. From
the time of Peter to the present day. this authority
has resided in the apostles and in their successors.

Drawang of Pope Jobn Paud 11
krwnrng an fntond, by Pasl Kerreo

It is an authority to lead and govern.
More impol‘tantl_\.'. it is an author-
ity to teach in the name and the

person of Christ and to sanc-
tity. It is an authority given
by Christ Jesus himselt so
that all in the apostles’ care
may live in the assurance

of truth and achieve holi-

ness ﬂ]1d su|\'uti0n.

The Primacy
Regarding Peter specifi-
cally, these who succeed him
as Bishop of Rome also inherit
his unique role and authority as
chiel shepherd and teacher. This is
expressed by the word “primacy.” It
simply means that Peter and his suc-
cessors enjoy the first place among the college of
bishops.

Primacy has very important implications. It is
tightly bound to the events that unfolded at Caesar-
ea Philippi. Remember that the Father first revealed
the whole truth about Jesus to Peter alone (see Mt
16:15-17) and, on the basis ol this Revelation, Je-
sus entrusted Peter with the kevs to the Kingdom of
Heaven (see Mt 16:19). It was God, therelore, who
founded the authority of all the apostles on Peter.
This meant that their authority was legitimate only
insofar as they remained in communion with Perer’s
profession of taith revealed directly by the Father
himselt. This is so significant that today, as then, Pe-
ter and his successors remain the perpetual source
and visible sign of the unity both of the bishops and
ol the whole Church.

“Holy Father”

The word “"pope” comes trom the Latin word papa,
which means “father.” The word “papacy.” which re-
fers to the pope's office as such, much like the word
“presidency” refers to the office of the president,
comes from the same root. The roots of these words
are important because they reveal a central truth.
The pope and the papacy acquire their deepest mean-
ing and expression only within the context of a taith
handed on to others in the true spirit of fatherhood.
This tatherhood manilests itself best in an authen-
tic witness to Jesus Christ before the world, faith-
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ful even unto the shedding of blood. So the pope is
more of a father than he is anything else. In his role
as universal shepherd, he is charged by Christ with
the task of feeding, guiding, teaching, and defending
the People of God (see Lk 22:31-32; Jn 21:15-17).
Catholics, then, are not atraid to call him “tather,” or
even “Holy Father” because by virtue of his office,
that is precisely who he is. His office is sacred (holy)
and his role is paternal (fatherly).

The Pope is Human

At the same time, Catholics are equally unafraid
to acknowledge that the
pope is a human being. He
is impertect. Peter, too, was
human and imperfect. pos-
sessing all the strengths and
weaknesses ol human exis-
Pe-
ter “that [hir] faith may not

fad " (Lk 22:32), because he knows the

tence. Jesus pravs {101‘

depths of human weakness., Jesus
knows that Peter will deny him; it
is not a question of "il" (see Mk
14:30-31, 66-72).

[n spite of Peter’s denial, Je-
sus does not reject him (see Jn
21:15-17). While Fu“t\' aware of
human weakness, he is equal-

Iy aware of the concrete possi-
bilities of this man. He contin-
ued to value Peter's conltession
of faith at Caesarea Philippi and
led him patiently l|1t‘m|£;|1 his Pas-
sion and death and beyvond his deni-
al. This valuing of Peter’s profession
of taith ultimately extends to his succes-
sors. They must also face human fail-
Pape St. Piaa X,
cenlury pope lo fre o

ings while continuing to proclaim the
truth about Jesus 1o the Church and 1o
the whole human family.

All of this is central, because it is not simply a
question ol the man Peter or the one who succeeds
him. Chiefly, it is a question of the will of the Father
(see Mt 16:17) and the work of the Holy Spirit (see
Acts 2:4, 14). It is a question of Jesus Christ, the
chiel cornerstone and the one who builds his Church
on Peter and all the apostles.

The Pope: A Work of the Holy Spirit

F()“uwing llw Resurrection, ;im] ricspitc Peter's

denial, Jesus contirms Peter’s primacy over the

“For Jesus, Petery primacy s
not a question of his human
strengths or weaknedsses.”

whole Church, asking him “Sunon, von of Jobn, do you
love me more than these?” (Jn 21:15). Peter, who had
not stopped loving Jesus, responds: "}, Lord: you
know that £ love you " (JIn 21:16). “Feed my lambes ... Tend
my abeep, " the Lord commands him (Jn 21:15-16).
In this light, we see that for Jesus, Peter's primacy
is not a question of his human strengths or weakness-
es. Peter does not repeat what he stated belore the
Crucitixion: “Even if | nuwt die with you, I widl not deny
vor " (Mt 26:35). It s not a question of that. By then,
it had become a question of the Spirit of God, prom-
ised by Christ to the one who would take his place on
earth. Despite his imper-
fection, Peter was chosen
to stand in tor Christ. His
election became a question
ol the concrete ponsibilitics
ol |1umanil_\' redeemed In
Christ.
In this regard, perhaps
it is enough to remember that on the
dav of Pentecost, it was Peter who
first spoke to those gathered in Je-
rusalem. Peter reminded them ol
the crime committed against Je-
sus (see Acts 2:14-41). By the
power of the Holy Spirit, Je-
sus could be contident in Pe-
He

could, as it were, rely on Peter

1(‘]"5 \\'ifl‘l(.‘}‘-h' to l]‘ll:‘ '(I'llt]‘l.

as his vicar on earth and on all
the apostles — even on Paul,
\\‘I‘m at that time conrinued To
persecute the Church and hated

the name of Jesus, This trust and
conhidence on the part ol Jesus con-
tinues to bear witness to the charism of

infallibility possesscd by the pope and

the frat 20th

heclared a vaint

the bishops in communion with him.

Servant of the Servants of God

To conclude. it is important to see the pope's role
and presence in the Church as a necessary and fun-
damental wervice to the whole Body of Christ. In fact,
without this pranary wervice of obedienee to the trath, the
Church’s unity — so integral to the Church — could
not be guaranteed. Theretore, the pope is also called
“Servant of the Servants of God.” His role i1s minis-
try (service), to be carried out in the name of and in
the person of Christ for the good of all.

(CCC 85, 551-553, 861-862, 874-896, 1559,
2034)
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And I tell you, you are Peter; and on this rock I will buddd my church, and the powers of death
ahall not prevad againot il. ~ Hatthew 16:18

T THE GREAT outpour-
ing of the Holy Spir-
it on the disciples at
Pentecost (see Acts
2, the Church began its pul:iic ministry, bringing
the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all nations. During
these early years, the Church was primarily a com-
munity ol Jewish converts. It was to them that Je-
sus had tocused his public ministry, and to them that
the apostles and disciples had first carried the Good
News. Thus, the focus of the Church’s ministry was
centered at Jerusalem, preaching to the Jews of that
great city and those that came toitin pilgrimage from

their faraway homes.

The Early Years

The Jewish focus changed with the Church's ex-
pansion beyond Jerusalem, which began about the
year 36 AD. A deacon named Stephen was false-
ly accused of blasphemy, brought before the Sanhe-
drin (the Jewish court of elders), and later stoned
to death (see Acts 6:8-7:60). His death n‘iggered a

“The Edict of Milan
legalized Christianity.”

larger persecution of the entire
Christian community in Jeru-
salem led by the Pharisee Saul,
who would later convert and
become Paul, the Apostle to the Gentiles (see Acts
9:1-19; Acts 16:9-10). (The Gentiles were those not
of Jewish descent.) As a result of this persecution,
Jewish Christians Hed to other major cities in the
empire such as Rome, Alexandria, and Antioch. As
Christians spread to these places, they came into more
frequent contact with Gentiles, who quickly convert-
ed. Gentiles entered the Church in such large num-
bers that they soon outnumbered the Jewish Chris-
tians, and tensions between the two groups began
to arise. A major dispute soon arose about whether
these new Gentile Christians had ro follow all the
precepts of the Law of Moses. [t was clear that the
Ten Commandments (the Decalogue) should be kept
by all, but not clear about dietary laws and practices
such as circumcision. These latter precepts for cen-
turies had helped to distinguish Israel from its pagan

neighbors amidst persecution and :a]avt:t‘_\'. To re-

The Inotitution of the Euchariot, by Fra Angelico, 13871435
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solve this dispute,
the first Church
council was called
at Jerusalem, in

50 AD.

The decisions of

;tlJ(JUl

this council made
it clear that Gen-
tiles were not
bound by the law
of circumcision
but were bound
to avoid eating
meats which had
been sacrificed
to idols. both 1o
ensure that they
themselves would
not be lcmplu(l to return to ‘i(.{()lilll"\' and to demon-
strate respect for the traditions and customs of their

Jewish brothers and sisters (see Acts 15:1-19).

The Period of Persecution

The Church continued to grow and s‘.prem] in
the tollowing tew decades during a pcriod of rela-
tive peace. This L-|1;mgc(| when a fire that devastated
much of Rome in 64 AD was blamed on the Christians
by the emperor Nero. As punishment, Nero bugnn
persecuting Christians, Many Christians were mar-
t‘\'l'u-:l tiul'ing ti\i:-'. |'IL‘T'RL'I.‘1H;0FI.‘ inclll(“ng l}‘lc two great
|)i||a rs i)luti‘u: Ch l,l!‘t'h. Saints Peter (Uld P;luL This
Pl.'l‘St,?L'll[iUI'l L’i}il't‘d 0!‘I|_\' a yvear, llul it llt‘E’i{l] i gt‘llcl‘a'
attitude of hostility on the part of Roman authorities
toward Christians that continued into the 4™ century.
During these centuries, the simmering Roman hostil-
ity several times el'uptcd into uull‘ighl persecution in
which Christians were killed tor their taith. It reached
a peak in the u.‘u‘l.\' years of the 4™ century when, in
the years 303 and 304, the emperor of the eastern
halt of the empire, Diocletian, issued three edicts ini-
tiating a violent persecution that lasted almost twen-
v vears in some r‘t‘ginns ol the t‘“"l-"“"- In the West,
the emperor Constantine was more favorable towards
the Church due to the influence ol his mother, Hel-
ena, who had become a Christian. Following a mi-
raculous vision urging Constantine to fight under
the sign of the cross, Constantine achieved victory
over his imperial ri-
vals. He and his cast-
ern counterpart issued
the Ldict of Milan in

313, which legalized

The elevation {.’f-lfr!.'r' Crits, /l:l,.r Saneo T, f8F6-1912

“By the fifth century, the Church had
spread to nearly every corner of the

Roman empire.”

Christianity and
gave it an t.'qu;1|
status with the
traditional pagan
|'cfigim]5 ol Rome.
Constantine even-
tually took control
of the entire em-
pire, put an end to
the remaining per-
:-'.(:t'ul;(ms. ;ln(I re-
united the empire
un(lm‘ one lca('cl‘.
- Some historians

-
- claim that Con-

5t . . .
“{™aws stantine himsell

¥

-
w i
converted belore

his death.

The Period of Heresies

In the wake ot its new treedom, the Church was
able to establish itself and begin to deal with the con-
fusion and errors called heresies that were disrupt-
ing the lives of many of the faithful. Certain heresies,
which centered around the person of Christ —
whether he was God or man or both, and whether
he was one person or two or a mixture of both —
were valuable moments tor the Church to reflect
more deeply on its teaching, gain greater insight into
the truth of its doctrines, and develop greater preci-
sion in the way they were expressed.

Several Church councils were convened during
this time, beginning with the Council ot Nicaca in
325. This council affirmed Christ's divinity, which
had been denied by the proponents of Arianism, who
asserted that Christ was only human and had been
created at the beginning of time. Because ol the vast
extent ol Arianism, which claimed in its ranks even
many bishops, another council was called in 381 at
Constantinople. This council realfirmed the divinity
ol Christ and reallirmed the creed first lormulated at
Nicaea, commonly called the Nicene Creed. In the
{b"nwing cent ury, :molllul" hcl‘csi\' arose, t.';t”c(‘l Nesto-
rianism, which denied that Mary was the Mother of
God (Theotokos, meaning in Greek “God-bearer”)
and claimed that she gave birth only to Christ’s hu-
man person. In response, the Church at the Council
ol Ephesus in 431 af-
firmed that Christ was
i i“\'il‘l.l._' PCI:':-K‘)J:'I ‘\'h()
assumed human na-

ture \\‘]1{?]1 (‘.()T‘l(‘l_'i\'(_‘(l
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in Mary's womb.
Mary's title as Moth-
er of God came not
because she herself
Was a {li\'il'l[.‘ I)‘.‘l‘h‘l)i’
but because she gave
human birth to the Divine Person, the Son of God.
Twenty vears later at the Council of Chalcedon, the
Church detined the way Christ assumed human Hesh
as a union of two natures, human and divine, in one
divine Person. Pope Leo the Great's famous Tome
that was read at the Council explained that this union
in Christ’s divine Person united two complete, dis-
tinct, and individual natures without any contusion.
Upon hearing this, the bishops gathered there rose
and proclaimed: "This is the taith of the apostles: so

we all believe. Peter has spoken through Leo!”
I E

The Creation of Christendom

By the 5" century, the Church had spread to nearly
every corner ol the Roman empire. Large civic halls
called bauilicar were converted into churches to al-
low tor |arg|:r numbers to assemble tor worship. Be-
-ause the possibility of martyrdom had been |m'gei_\'
removed when Christ-
(mil.\' l)ur;lmu a lug&t! re-
ligion, some members
ol !In‘ Chul'('h went out
into the desert, denyving
themselves every phys-
ical comfort as a kind
of spiritual martyrdom
witnessing to their de-
sire and faith to live and
tliL‘ (1n|_\‘ tor 1|'|c Lm'mi,
Eventually, many of the
faithful were inspired
to draw away from the
world to — it not the
desert — a secluded
place where they could
prayv and ih:-a[. A \\‘hﬂlt‘
new way ol Christian
living was born, called
monasticism. NMonas-
teries sprang up around
Europe, generally seen
as beginning with St.
Benedict's in Monte
Cassino, ltaly.

With the collapse ol

the empire in the West

“By the concludsion of the first millennium
of Christianity, nearly the whole of
Europe had become Christian.”

The mageatic CGothic Catbedral of Ui, Germany consdracted from {357
e PO e Y

mn 410, monasteries
also became centers
of education and
culture. Itis largely
due to the work of
monks who spent
long hours each day copyving manuscripts that West-
ern culture was preserved for future generations.
During the 5" through the 8" centuries, missionary
monks were sent out to preach the Gospel all over
Europe. With the work of St. Patrick in Ireland, St.
Augustine of Canterbury in England, and St. Boni-
face in Germany, to name only a tew, the Church
was established in modern-day Germany, France,
Spain, England. Scotland, and Ireland. By the con-
clusion of the first millennium of Christianity, nearly
the whole of Europe had become Christian.

The collapse of the empire in the West, which had
left halt of Europe without any centralized leader-
ship or government, led the Church, specitically the
popes, to step in and save Western Europe from total
ruin. When Attila the Hun first approached Rome
in 451, it was Pope Leo the Great who met with him
and convinced him to spare attacking Rome. As
the years went 11.\', the
pope as Christ's vic-
ar (representative) on
earth wielding spiritu-
al authority was seen
more and more also as
an authority in affairs
of the world.

The rise ol the pa-
pacy's political author-
ity eventually wed the
Church and state to-
gether in the West,
contributing to a ris-
ing hostility between
East and West in the
Church. The Pope's
addition of the words
“and the Son” to the
Nicene C-I‘t‘et' to de-
scribe the procession of
the Holy Spirit, with-
out the use of a world-
wide Church council,
was seen l’)_\' E{lb'lt_‘l'l'l
bishops as a usurpa-
tion of the authority of

lhe l‘)ishops as a \\'hule.
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When Pope St. Leo 111 crowned
Charlemagne as emperor of
the Holv Roman Empire on
Christmas Day 800, the hostil-
ity reached its peak. How could
ll‘t(-: pnpu not On|_\' (1”0\\' lmt ;|.|:-‘-0
crown a French barbarian king
to the throne of the Roman em-
pire? The Greeks in the East
were furious. For the next 150
vears the situation was only
worsened by popes of ill repute.
In 1054, the hinal break between
Rome and the Patriarch of Con-
stantinople took place, there-
by severing the Eastern (now
called Orthodox) Churches
from the West. Today, many ol
the wounds caused by this divi-
sion have been healed and rela-
tions with the East have consid- =
erably improved, although the

schism has not yvet been ended.

The Rise of Islam and the
Crusades

In the 7" century, Islam was
founded and began a centu-
ries-long period ol conquest in
the Christian world. Within a
century’, [s';tll‘lic‘ \\'ul‘l"lm'ﬁ l'lil(l
taken over much of Christian
Asia Minor, North Alrica, and
Spain, only halted by Chris-
tian military resistance at Con-
stantinople in 717 and south-
ern France in 732, An uneasy
peace with numerous clashes prevailed for the next
several centuries.

The hirst Crusade, launched by Pope Urban Il in
1095, was a response to the plea trom the Byzantine
Empire (the former Eastern Roman Empire) tor help
against Muslim conquest of Christian holy places and
attacks on Bvzantine soil. The Crusaders also sought
to open a passagewway to the ]'101_\' L;incl in ordel‘ to
ensure that pilgrimages by Christians would always
be possible in the Muslim-dominated territory. How-
ever, alter initial success, the later Crusades had less-
honorable aims, becoming more and more materialis-
tic. By the end of the 13" century, the Muslims had
driven the Crusaders out of the Holy Land.

St Agnatise in Port Tobaceo, Maryland, the firi
l;r;.rr'f:u‘f’ founded r"{u' the Sewt pricol Ir. Andrew
White, and the oldet partal en continumes wercice i

the ordginal thivteen colonicn

“From approximately
the 11" through the

14" centuries, Europe

experienced its greatest
period of unity and
the formation of a true
culture of Christianity.”

The “High Middle Ages”

From approximately the 11"
through the 14™ centuries, Eu-
rope experienced its greatest pe-
riod ot unity and the tormation
of a true culture of Christianity.
This period is termed the “high
middle ages” (that is, a portion
of the period from about the S
to the 14" centuries), and saw
as well the rise of great learn-
ing, the establishment of uni-
versities, and a greater develop-
ment in trade. This is the period
of St. Francis of Assisi and St.
Dominic, founders of two of
the Church’s greatest religious
orders, and the period of the
greatest philosopher and theo-
logian the Church has ever pro-
duced, St. Thomas Aquinas.

A much-needed reform of
the papacy began with the es-
tablishment of the Cluny mon-
astery in France in 910, This
monastery. [ree from feudal
control, became the model for
monasteries during this time; by
the mid-12" century there were
over 3‘]{] monast E'l"‘ll'!“\ ]T\l){l(_'ll.'(l
on Cluny. Monks from these
houses began taking leader-
ship roles in the Church, in-
cluding the papacy. This led to
the actions of several popes to
establish the Church's autono-
my from secular influence. The
most notable example i1s Pope Gregory VII (1073-
1085). Pope Gregory, himsell [rom a reformed mon-
astery, sought to free the Church from the intluence
of Emperor Henry 1V. Although Pope Gregory lost
his own battle, dving in exile from Rome, his ideas
remained, and the Church eventually won the war.
The pinnacle of papal powerin this era was probably
Pope Innocent 111 (1198-12 16). Pope Innocent did
spiritual battle with King Philip Augustus of France
and later King John of England, in both cases com-
ing out the victor. The power of the Church over
kings \\'oulcl never lJt.‘ g['uittel‘ than under this pope.

But troubles remained. In the early 14" century

Ti'le papacy 111(1\’0(1 to r\\-'ignon. F ance, \\‘ht‘l‘(‘ it re-
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“The Counter-Reformation removed many of the abuses and problems
that had made the Protestant revolt possible.”

mained for about seventy vears, heavily influenced by
French monarchs. The Pope -.-\-‘-.mmliy returned to
Rome, but there were rival claims to the papacy and
by 1415 three men, each trom a dilferent “chain” of
succession, claimed to be pope. Only with the Coun-
cil of Constance in Switzerland in 1417 was the situ-
ation sorted out, but the t|;mm5e that had been done

lasted tor centuries.

The Protestant Revolt and the
Council of Trent

;'\ \\'I'\(_‘IL‘ \'n‘.lI‘;L‘t‘\' l)ll *.ill.-t(.)l.:; ;I‘i
the Church came together in
1517 when the Augustinian
monk Martin Luther nailed
his ™ .‘\Yincl.\ﬂ‘l\.'c Theses” (a
list of criticisms of Church
practices in his day) to the
Church door in Witten-
burg, Germany. Initially
intcmled un!‘\' as a chal-

]cngc to debate, Luther's

Theses became a rallying

point for people discon-

tented with the Church

and its problems at the time.

Luther and others quickly

broke away trom the Catho-

lic Church, leading away trom

the Church many millions in Ger-
man-speaking states, France, Swit-
zerland, England, Scotland, the Nether-
ii.l“l.lfh i‘n(l SL‘&'Il'l.l“Ilil\-'i“.

In response to the doctri-
nal challenges of the reform-
ers, and the genuine need for
reform of corrupt practices
by members of the Church,
lln- C"ll.ll‘i.‘h :.'(m\-'unud l|‘|u
Council of Trent ( 1545-“}63), which reatfirmed the
doctrines of the Church with great clarity. With as-
sistance from a new m't.]cr ol |)1‘1c$-1:-‘- L‘(l“(‘(l Iiw S()Ci-
ety of Jesus (the Jesuits), the Church launched the
Counter-Retormation, which sought to reclaim the
}wnp|c.~a ;md nations E}ml |‘|m_1 :-‘-(‘p(tl':nuxl I|‘nen‘|5<.'|\'l:s
from the Church. Although only a portion ol Europe
was restored to the Church, the Counter-Retorma-

{;l)l'l SI.ICL'QL'lIL'lI il\ T'L‘[]L‘\\'Ill]lc" II‘II.‘ CI‘IUI'L‘[‘I as a \\'110'&.'

Pope Pives VI a Benedietine monk, reigned from 1800 to
1825, heqan to reeatadlioh the Jeoudt Order, reviated and
cvconmumicated Napoleon, and was bimoclf fmpriconed by
the Frenck ruler, eotabliobed veverad important feast daye in
bonor of Jarv, and aggrea. svely vought o foater
cvaitgelization; portradd by Str Thomao Lavrence, Frnv. Jy(!

and removed many ol the abuses and problems that
had made the Protestant revolt possible.

Simultancously with the problems in Lurope,

the Church was growing tremendously in the New

World. Missionaries were sent to preach the Gospel.

Theyv not only preached but also worked to improve

the manner in which both natives and those peo-

ple enslaved and transported from Africa were

treated, and to alleviate their burdens.

The many Church condemnations of

slavery, sadly, had litde effect on

s gr:nerai practice in the New

World. Nevertheless, great

numbers of the oppressed

population converted and

entered the Church. Mis-

sionary efforts, most no-

tably by the Jesuits,

were also carried out in

the Far East in India,

Japan, China, Indochi-

na, and the Philippines.

The blood of many mar-

tvrs was spilt in order to

establish the Church in

t ]1(':-\'2 I(lI‘l(]SA

The “Enlightenment,”
Vatican I, and the Early 20*
Century

The next major challenge to the
Church did not come from kings and
rulers but from philoso-
phers. With the dawn of the
“Age of Reason,” also called
the "Enlightenment,” faith
was ridiculed. The “enlight-
ened” philosopher could not
be a person of faith because
|‘ciigi(’n &l.l"l(l :_-‘Gl:il’.‘l'\l,'(.‘. !}lilll (ll](l reason were \'iL‘\\'C‘ll ds
incompatible opposites. The consequences tor the
taithful were dire. Not only did outright persecu-
tions result from the denial of God's role in human
aftairs, such as that which characterized the French
Revolution in the late 1800s, but more important-
Iy the faith of many people was systematically un-
dermined, so that inl];t_\'. Ihl'nughuut nu:u'|_\' all of
i‘ld CI'\"iStL‘]‘{l\.]]l] ill'l‘l lI-lL' Piit‘l:‘* (‘ll ‘I'\t_‘ \\'()l'i({ \\'1".'|-'~'
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"Western values” predominate. a new kind of‘pagam-
ism has become the predominant culture, but with-
out even ll‘lt: t‘t-lleeming leature (Ji. l)u'ic‘“n am; wWor-

ship of some kind ollgml.

At the Vatican I Council in 1870, the relationship of

taith and reason was athrmed. The Council explained
that, although the truth obtained through faith is inac-
cessible to reason alone, it is no less rational because
ol'it. The person of faith does not put his or her rea-
son aside. Rather, the light of faith purifies reason and
l'.‘l'l;ll)}l‘.'s tl‘lt- I}e“l;'\'cr‘ Lo use reason to m;lke sense out
l:*ltli\-'il'll.' Re\'uleninm .-'\|.~‘(1. ;lll'li(lsl I|1|: gl‘n\\‘ing .'1tht'_'~
ism ol this time, Vatican | attirmed that knowledge

of God's existence could be discovered through rea-

son alone. As Scripture savs, "Liver onee the ercation of

the world biov inverdble nature, namely, bio eternal power and
decty, bav been elearly pereetved i the thinge that bave been
made. So they are withowt exciwse” (Rom 1:20), that 1s,
those who say they cannot discover him.

At the turn of the 20" century, a new heresy called
modernism appeared that was a synthesis of many
previous heresies. Pope Pius X (1903-1914) was an
ardent detender of the Church's teaching in the face
of modernism. His successors would find themselves
occupied with the
problems of two world
wars and the political
ideologies of Commu-
nism and Fascisim that
came |)L‘l\\'L‘L'T1 ;l“(l ;ill-
ter them. Pope Pius
XTI (1922-1939) sought 1o contirm the rights of Catho-
lics under Fascist governments in taly and Germany.
Pope Pius XIT (1939-1958) snught to stop World War
[1 and saved hundreds ol thousands of Jews from the
genocidal evil of the Nazi regime in Germany.

During this period and in the following decades up
o I|‘|(‘ present, Ihl: Cl‘ml‘t‘h hu&‘- vigm‘nus'l\' (lcﬂ:n(‘]c{l
|‘|u11‘|;ln I‘II“J_:lll:% ;md pl'm‘llulu(' ll‘u: \‘it|uu (1|'l|1c int“\.'id-
ual person against both rotalitarian communist states,
which suppressed human treedom by promoting the
state over and against the individual, and states that
i‘ll()\"(’(l or PI‘GI‘(‘IOT.&.‘li StlL‘Il ‘.‘\'i]b‘ as Rl—_}o"ti("'\ al'ld eun-
thanasia. In the West, the Church also taces the chal-
lenge of proclaiming the Gospel to an increasingly sec-
ular and materialistic culture. In various encyelicals
(papal letters), the popes during these vears have de-
fended the value of marriage and the tamily and pro-
m(.)tl.'d lhu: \';l]lll’.‘ ol |‘|1.II‘n.:ln lill){.)l‘ over -;';lpim}. m‘ltlel‘-

:-sL‘OI'iIlE' Tl1il] II‘IL‘ person "ll’l(] hlb or I']L‘I‘ \\'OI‘I{ cannot i}(‘

treated as another mere raw material in the process ol

production. The Church has also repeatedly remind-

“The Church hads vigorously defended

buman rights and promoted the value
of the individual person.”

ed wealthy nations of their obligation to help the poor
and to work toward a more just distribution of human
goods throughout the world.

Vatican II to the Present

In order to adapt itselt to the quickly-changing
times and more successtully proclaim the Gospel, the
Church held its twenty-first Ecumenical Council in
1962-1965, Vatican II. In many wayvs, Vatican [l was
the fruit of the renewal that had already begun in the
areas ol liturgy and biblical studies. In the wake of
this Council, the Church has sought to implement its
reforms and become more effective in proclaiming
the Gospel to the modern world. Pope John XXIII
called the Council; Pope Paul VI closed it and im-
plemented many of its reforms. Pope John Paul 11
emphasized the theological, social, and political im-
portance of human dignity and made Vatican 11 the
l'al[\'ing point ot his papacy as he led the Church into
the third millennium of Christianity. Pope Bene-
dict XV, elected in 2005, has made Christian uni-
ty, combatting the relativism of the secular culture
(see handout on Errors of Modern Culture), and re-
evangelization of nations once authentically Chris-
tian important parts of
his work as Universal
Shepherd.

Sadly, the first sev-
eral decades following
Vatican 11 l_'oinL‘i(]l:Ll
with a rise in a "culture
of dissent” within the Church, which even claimed
that the conciliar documents somehow supported their
desire to change doctrine and overthrow ancient disci-
plines. This culture may be on the wane, but it is the
responsibility of every Catholic to tully and joyfully
conform to the Church’s unchanging teaching, even
when the cost is, as Jesus tells us, taking up our cross
daily (see Lk 9:23).

Although God allows us to work out, for both
good and ill, the consequences of the use of our ftree
will, we must always realize that the he 1s the Lord
of history; ultimately, he isin charge: “For thou bast
done these things and those that went before and thawe that

tollowed; thoa baot deatgned the things that are now, and

those that are to come. Yea, the things thou Jidst intend
came to paos, and the things thou Jidot will presented them-
velves and vaid, Lo, we are bere s for all thy waye are pre-

pared i advance, and thy judgment e with foreknowledge”

(Jdt 9:5-6).
(CCC 269, 304, 817, 849, 851-852, 882, 1040,
1122)
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