e Four Lasl™ Y, g
Dealt, Judgment; Heaven, and Fell

And many qi'z"lm.fe who .f/::ep in the dust qft[re carth shall awake, some to eifcr[cmtr}{q
life, and vome o abame and everlasting contempt. ~ Daniel 12:2

ECAUSE OF THE BUSYNESS OF OUR LIVES, and the

speed with which the world around us moves,

it is somehow possible for us to spend all our

time ca.ug]‘xt up in our cvcr‘yda_y ioys, SOT-
rows, concerns, and worl, without ever thinking about
those things which are most important in life. Why
arc we here? How are we to find true fulfillment in
life? What happens after
we die? Throughout his-
tory Christians have seen
greal value in remaining
focused completely on
Christ, and it is impossible to be focused on
Christ without pondering these ultimate
questions,

The Church has constantly encour-
aged us to prayerfully ponder the ines-
capable realities of death, personal judg-
ment, and Heaven and Hell. These things
are of the greatest wignificance and have
traditionally been called the four last
things.

Death: An Event Shrouded in
Mystery

“Therefore as oin canie into the world
through one man and death through sin, and
w0 death apread lo all men becawse all men
atrmted” (Rom 5:12).

One thing that is certain in life is that
there will be death. It is inevitable. Yet if
our first parents had not sinned. death would
not be our lot. God had commanded Adam to
avoid only one desirable thing, “forin the day that
you cal of tf you shall dJie” (Gn 2:17). Yet Adam and
Ive, seduced by the serpent who told them that
God had lied to them (see Gn 3:4), ate the torbidden
fruit and, as a result, death entered the world: “you
are duat, and to duat you shall return” (Gn 3:19).

At some point in time, our lives will end, and

" CI. Romans 6:3-9; Philippians 3:10-11

“By his own death, Jesuds
trandformed death into a blessing.”

the world as we know it will fall away. But what
happens after we die? Do we cease to exist and fall
into eternal nothingness or is there something else,
somelhing greater and even more vast on the other
side of death? Human beings, left to their own rea-
son, cannot hind an answer to this question. Death
is perhaps the greatest of mysteries. It is the ques-
tion that is perhaps clos-
est to the human heart,
because the truth about
death closely concerns
us all.

While many people throughout history have
had their theories about what happens after death,
Jesus Christ, the secand person of the Trinity, re-
vealed the truth about this great issue. By his own
death, Jesus transformed death into a blessing. The
curse of death that came as a consequence of sin
is now taken over by grace: “w that, as sin reqyned

in death, grace also might recgn through righteonancao
ta eternal life through Jesws Christ our Lord” (Rom

L 5:21). St Paul asks, "Do you not know that afl of

' '*‘}; who bave been baptized into Chret Jesn were baptized
L into bis death? We were buried therefore with bim
ﬁi._‘ f:y lvﬂpf.r;rm into death,

aa that as Chriat

wad ratied from
the dead (’Jy the
glory of the Fa-
ther, we too might

walk in newiteas
of life” (Rom 6:3-
4). "For those who
die in Christ’s grace
[death] is a partici-
pation in the death of
the Lord, so that they
can also share his Res-
urrection”! (CCC 1006;
see also | Cor 15:2]).
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Christian death, then, is a consoling positive reality;
we do not have to die alone. The baptized Christian
knows that his or her lile belongs to Christ and that
death is the physical completion of the “dying with
Christ” that began at Baptism. Jesus opens up his
own death to allow us to die with him; his obedience
and love to God the Father can become our obedi-
ence: “Forif while we were enenties we were reconciled to God
by the death of bua Son, niuech more, now that we are reconciled,
whall we be saved by b life” (Rom 5:10).

Itis in dying and departing from this world that the
Christian becomes fully incorporated into the redeem-
ing death ol Jesus Christ and reaches out in hope to-
wards the promised final home in Heaven: “/f, becature
.dfum' man {respas, death f'c'!:a]ﬂr_‘() :‘bm.’(qafr that one man,
mm'é e w '!ll!f :‘bu.r;' u’o{w -"t'('&'.".l (s l";)tf f!{‘*.‘.‘m)mn'e ff)"_qrm‘r' :md
the free qift of righteotness reign o life through the one man
Jeatee Chret " (Rom 5:17).

While death will always remain shrouded in mys-
tery, the teaching of Christ gives us firm hope and as-
surance in preparing for our own death and in coping

< Roman Hivsal, Preface of Christian Death |

with the death of those we love. Many people today
stand panicked and helpless in the face of death. It
seems such loss and a great uncertainty. Itis difficult
enough dealing with the loss of one we love, but it is
devastating to face death without a deep faith in God
and some understanding of the last things. “When the
periahable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on
t}mm?f'iazf‘.f'z‘_l,.a then sball come to y the ma‘_w}{q that towrit -
ten: “Death i1 awallowed up in victory. O death, where s thy
victory? O death, where to thy ating?'” (1 Cor 15:54-55).

Death: What we Learn from the
Funeral Vigil Liturgy

It has been the case since the earliest days of
Christianity that in order to know what Christians
believe, we should pav attention to their pravers.
The Church prays what she believes. What follows
are some of the prayers contained in the liturgy of
the funeral vigil, the prayer service the night before
the funeral. The prayers shed light on the meaning
of Christian death.

At the beginning of the liturgy, during the Invi-
tation to Praver, the celebrant prays, "My broth-
ers and sisters, we believe that all the ties of friend-
ship and affection which knit us as one throughout
our lives do not unravel with death” (Order of Chrio-
tian Funerals 71). The bonds of love which unite
members of a family or one friend to another re-
main strong even after a person dies. The celebrant
continues, “"Conhdent that God always remembers
the good we have done and forgives our sins, let
us pray, asking God to gather N. to himsell” (Or-
der of Christian Funerals 72).  This prayer clearly
sets forth a proper Christian mindset in the face of
death. While it is true that “the wages of win io death”,
Jesus by his death conquered death and extends to
every person “the free gift of God [which] w eternal life”
(Rom 6:23). "Lord,” the Church prays, “for your
faithful people life is changed, not ended. When the
body of our earthly dwelling lies in death we gain
an everlasting dwelling place in Heaven™ (CCC
1012). We are pilgrims on earth because our true
homeland is in Heaven. The Christian stares into
the grave not only confident that the Lord is calling
his loved one home but also assured that he will see
these very bones resurrected into a glorified body
on the last day. Jesus won the victory over death.
Without the Resurrection Jesus' death on the cross
would be a sign of failure and defeat to us. But he
has arisen and so we glory in the triumph of the
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cross and look with eyes of faith and hope past the
tomb to the eternal life he promised.

The Church never tires in her work to bring all
peoples back into the family of God and so especially
at death she commends them to the Father's love and
mercy with the following prayer:

Go torth, Christian soul, from this world

in the name of God the almighty Father,

who created you,

in the name of Jesus Christ,

the Son of the living God,

who suffered for you,

in the name of the Holy Spirit,

\.Vh() was [.)Qlll'ed out U])Cln }’Ou.. -

May vou return to [your Creator]

who formed you from the dust of the earth.

Mav holy Mary, the angels, and all the saints

come to meet vou as you go forth ... .

May vou see vour Redeemer face to face

(CCC 1020)."

The Particular Judgment and
The Last Judgment

“When the Son of man
conea in bio glory, and all the
angelo with bim, then be will
ath on bt gloriows thrane, Be-
towe bine will be gathered all

c i
the nations, and be will sep-

arate thent one from anoth-
er av a vhepherd separates
the .ifh'{'p_/:f‘:’.‘u the Joald, and
he will place the wheep at bis
right band, but the goats at
the left. Then the King will
aay fo Hhooe at bis .-'{qbf hand,
“Come, O bleased of my Fa-
ther, imberdt the Kingdont pre-
pared for you from the foun-
dation of the world; for I waa
bungry and you gave nie food
o Then the righteons will
anower bim, “Lord, when did
we aee thee bungry and feed
thee, or thirsty and give thee
drink?..." Aud the Keng will
ansiwer them, “Truly, I oay
to you, as you dd i to one of
the least q,i"hfk'. ey brethren,
you did it to me. " Then be will

Order of Christnon Fencrals, Prayer of Commendation

“There is no joy more complete, no
love more rapturoud,

no life more fulfilling.”

The Death of St. Joseph, by Jacob Walch, 1440-1516

vy to thooe at bis left band, “Depart from e, you curacd,
into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and bis angelo: for
I wao bungry and you gave me o food ...~ Then they aloo
will anwer; “Lord, when did we aee thee bungry or thiraty or
a stranger or naked or wick or in prison, and did not mine-
terto thee?” Then be will anower them, “Truly, I aay to you,
as you did it not Lo one of the leaat of these, you did it not to
me.” And they will go away tnto eternal puniobment, but the
righteows into eternal lfe” (Mt 25:51-46).

This parable, taken from the New Testament, de-
scribes judgment in terms of the final encounter with
Christ when he returns at the end of time. “He will
come again to judge the living and the dead,” we say
in the Creed. Such a right the Father gave to him
because he suffered death on the cross for our sins.
On the last day, Jesus will return as this parable de-
scribes and all the dead will be raised, “thove who bave
(hrnc_qmn}, to the resurrection q!‘ f{fc.‘, and those who bave
done evdl, to the reaurrection of judgment” (Jn 5:29). This
event is called the Last Judgment and will mark the
end of time and the coming of the Kingdom of God
in its fullness. All those
who have died in Christ
will be given back their
own bodies transformed
and glorified, and will
enter into the fullness of
God's Kingdom in Heav-
en.

Jesus not only speaks
about the Last J udgment
but also about the judg-
ment that immediately
follows death. He tells a
story about the rich man
who, when he died, was
punished for his lack of
c}ml‘ity toward the poor
man Lazarus (see Lk
16:19-31). This story il-
lustrates that at death
our lives will be laid bare
and we will be judged on
our love. This immediate
judgment the Church has
commonly called the par-
ticular judgment because
it is given individually to
each person at death. Tt
Is not meant to scare us
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but to awaken in us
the responsibility we
have for our neighbor.
And it calls to mind
the need for our faith
to bear fruit because
faith without works is dead (see Jas 2:17),

Heaven: Life in Pure Love

T vy Father bouse are manty room; If i were not oo,
would 1 bave told you that I go to prepare a place for you?
And when I go and prepare a place for you, I wdl come again
and will take you to myoelf, that where I ant you may be
alwo " (Jn 14:2-3).

God created us out of his great love so that we
might eventually be able to share in his very life.
He wants us to share in the deep life of communion
that exists between the divine persons of the Trinity.
There is no joy more complete, no love more raptur-
ous, no lite more fulfilling. Entrance into Heaven
will be the experience of entering into the perfect
love that exists between the Persons of the Trinity.
Trinitarian love is total. It holds nothing back. It is
the full giving of self, out of love for the other. Ifwe
could imagine our most exhilarating moment of love
and joy experienced on this earth, this moment is but
a tiny taste of the infinite love and joys of Heaven
and the ecstasy that participation in Trinitarian love
will bring us. Jesus instituted the Church in order to
shower us with sancli{:\fing grace Tl‘ll‘oug]‘s the sacra-
ments — grace which would make us holy and make
us partakers ol divine love and Trinitarian life. In
God we will find true happiness; he is our final be-
atitude because our natural desire tor happiness will
be fulfilled. “Whoever sees God has obtained all the
goods of which he can conceive™ (CCC 2548).

While it is true that every human being was created
to spend eternity in Heaven, not everyone goes there.
Who then goes to Heaven? Only a person who dies
in God’s grace, free from any mortal sin, is able to go
to Heaven. A person must also have been perfectly
purified [rom the effects of sin in order to enter Heav-
en (see Rv 21:27). This purification can happen here
on earth or in Purgatory (see handout on Purgatory).
Why must a person be free from mortal sin and also
free from the stains of that sin to enter leaven? Sin
is, by its very nature, a rejection of God. If a person
dies having rejected God, God will honor his or her
free choice. He will not force us to love him — we
must freely choose to love him and live in obedience to

“The greatest suffering that the souls
in Hell experience s the pain of being
eternally separated from God.”

his holy will. The dam-
age left by sin leaves us
marred and incomplete:
because of sin we are
not wholly ourselves.
In order to be united to
God in Heaven, we must be entirely ready to greet
him, with our whole being, free of all stain or wrinkle.
Theretore, the damage caused by sin must be atoned
for and made right, and only when a person is perfect-
ly pure of heart will he be able to see God (see Mt 5:8).
Every trial, every suffering, every moment of life pro-
vides us with the opportunity to be perfected in love.
If we make our lives an effort at learning sacnificial,
Christ-like love, and if we stay close to the sacraments
that give us the power to be truly transformed in love,
we will be made perfect. We will enter Heaven and
our deepest longings will be satisfied.

Hell: Eternal Separation from the Trinity

“The Son of man will send bis angels, and they will gath-
er out of hia Kingdom all cauacs of sin and all evildoers, and
throw them into the furnace of fire: there men will weep and
gnash their teeth. Then the righteotes will abine like the sun in
the Kingdom of their Father” (Mt 15:41-43).

God loves us so immeasurably and wants us to

spend life everlasting with him in Heaven, but he does

CRATIY

IXANVTLY CHARLES PHOTC

“ St. Gregory of Nyssa, De beatitundinibus 6 trom J.P. Migne, ed., Patrologia Graeca -4, 1265A (Paris: 1857-1806)
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not force us to love him. He wants us to spend eter-
nity with him — but the choice is ours. We have the
chance to turn to Jesus while we are alive, but at the
moment of death, our choice is frozen, suspended for-
ever in time (see CCC 1021). We either die in friend-
ship with the Lord or we die out of his grace, in per-
sistent rejection of his love to the end. A person who
dies in a state of mortal sin has made a tragic, vet free
choice — and will spend eternity separated from God
by his or her own choice.

Hellis a place of unimaginable pain and suflering.
In the Gospels, Jesus uses a straightforward realism
in describing the pain of Hell. He describes it as a

place of consuming fire and eternal anguish (see Mt

15:42, 50; Mk 9:45, 48; Rv 21:8). It is the dwe“ing
place of Satan, the fallen angels (called demons), and
all those who have rebelled against God.

The greatest suffering that the souls in Hell expe-
rience is the pain of being eternally separated [rom
God (see 2 Thes 1:9). The Church has traditionally
called this punishment the “pain of loss.” While on
carth, it is possible for us to numb our desire for God
by acquiring worldly things and focusing on earth-
ly pleasures. When we die, these things can no lon-
ger satisty us. Sin will have lost its appeal and the
pleasures we had thought so enticing will be seen
in all their emptiness. We will be confronted with
the fact that our souls were made for God — and it
1s God. whom through our free choices during life,
we have rejected. The person in Hell, through his

The Peaceful Death of the Just, 19th century Uithograph

or her own choice, will have lost God who is perfecl
peace, love, and joy — and this loss will cause ever-
lasting torment.

Jesus Christ: Our Just and Merciful Judge

Knowing what we know about the judgment that
each of us will face when we die, knowing something
about the life of hatred and despair which consumes
the souls in Hell, as well as the joys of Trinitarian love
in Heaven, we must throw ourselves on the mercy of
Jesus. Itis Christ who is our Judge — and his judg-
ment is just (see 2 Pt 2:4-7, 9). Every offense against
God, every offense against our neighbor will be re-
called, and an account must be given: “Fear God, and
keep biv commandment; for this ts the whole duty of man.
For God will bring every deed into judgment, with every aceret
thing, whether good or evil” (Ecel 12:13-14). However,
if we have sought his mercy and forgiveness, our sins
will be cast aside. Our Lord is just, but he is also full
of mercy and compassion. He forgives us our sins
and offenses, if we repent. If we stray away from him,
he waits for us with open arms, calling us gently back
into an intimate and loving relationship. He constant-
lv calls. He never ceases offering us his mercy. He
wants to spend eternal life with us. If we wait until
tomorrow to turn to him and give him our hearts, we
may have waited too long. “Bebold, now s the acceptable
tinie; bebold now o the day of salvation” (2 Cor 6:2).

(CCC 678-682, 1005-1014, 1020-1029, 1033-
1041, 2548)
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She New Heavens and

e New Sartth: She Real g%l,ﬁﬁ//’ﬂ

Since all these things are thus to be divoolved, what sort of persons ought you to be in
livea of holiness and godlineas, wailing for and hastening the coming of the day of Goo,
because of which the Heavens will be kindled and diswolved, and the elements will melt
with fire! But according to his promuse we wait for new Heavens and a new carth in
which righteousness dwells. ~ 2 Peter 5:11-15

OR SOME CHRISTIANS IN TODAY'S CULTURE,

the single most important question has to do

9 with the "end times,” when the world will
experience great tribulations, according to

our Lord’s proph-
ecy (see Mt 24:5-
44).

these Christians

Many of

are caught up not
only in specula-
tion about the end
times — when it
will come, whether
it has started, what
evils of contempo-
rary culture match
the Secriptural
prophecies — but
also what will hap-
pen to them per-
sonally. To that
end, a variety of
speculations have
sprung up around
the concept of the
“rapture,” a term
expressing the no-
tion that not every-
one must undcrgo
the prophesied tri-
als but will be exempted from them, "raptul‘ed" (tak-
en up) from the earth to Heaven in a "secret” coming
of Christ before the Second Coming. These ideas are
quite new in Christianity, having arisen only in the

LG ef Spea 59 § 1

“We hear the promise of a new creation,
where God will be always with us, and we

will be able to Irink unceasingly of the
water of life, the Holy Spirit.”

last few centuries and becoming widely believed only
in the 19" century in English-speaking Protestant
communions. Popular novels of the 20
in our modern dav have spread this beliet even tur-
What does
the Church teach

centu ]}’ ilnd
ther.

on the subject?

The New
Heavens and the
New Earth

The Church
teaches us that
“God is preparing
a new dwelling
and a new carth in
which righteous-
ness dwells, in
which happiness
will fill and sur-
pass all the desires
of peace arising in
the hearts of men”!
(CCC 1048).
From the begin-
ning of Sacred
Scripture, there is
a theme ol Para-
dise, of an Eden
for which we were
created: “And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in
the eaat: and there be pit the man whom be bad _f;mm'r}.
And out of the ground the Lord God made to grow every tree
that s pleasant to the .4{915:' and good for food, the tree of

N
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life alvo fn the midat
e{f the .f;;i'm]cn. and
the tree of the knowl-
edge of good and evil.
A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden” (Gn 2:8-
10). In this vision of loveliness and tranquility, God
“walk fed] in the garden in the cool of the day” (Gn 3:8)
and spoke with Adam and Eve. This is the initial vi-
sion that God gives us, of a garden watered by a river
and centered on the tree of life, in which we humans
had intimate communion with God. This is what our
first parents lost in their rebellion against God (see

Gn 3:23), when God barred their “way to the tree of

lfe " (Gn 3:24).

St. Paul tells us that “ne eye bao veen, nor car heard,
nor the beart ;3_}" man concerved, what God bas pn:pan:()_,f;rr
thoae who love bim” (1 Cor 2:9). This promise of future
joy suggests l]lat, no matter how hard we try, we can-
not truly imagine the joys of Heaven. However, God
in his goodness and kindness has given us ways to
think about it. He promises a new creation in which
the visible universe will be transtormed and returned
to its original state. Through the prophet Isaiah, he
promised: “For bebold, I create new Heavens and a new
('zr;'!fJ,' and f.ét'ﬁlrrm'r .-‘:‘.'r.r'n_:;.- aball not be remembered or conte
arto mind” (Is 65:17). The prophet [izekiel saw a vi-
sion of the temple in Jerusalem (rom which water
flowed ever more copiously, until it became a river
(see Ez 47:1-5), and God told him that “on the banta,
on both e of the river; there will grow all kinds of trees for
Jood. Thetr leaves will not wither nor thedr frait fad, but
they will bear freals frudt every month, because Hhe
waler for them flows from the sanctuary. Their
Sruet will be for food, and thetr leaves for beal-
ing” (Ez 47:12). And Zechariah
prophesied: “Then the Lord your God
will come, and all the boly ones with
bene. On that day there shall be nedther
cold nor frost. And there whall be con-
o day (it o ke to the Lord),
not day and not night, for at evening
time there whall be light. On
that day living
waters shall
flow

ol

“Current theories of the end times focus on
fear and a hope of escape from suffering.”

Sfrom Jervaalem.. ..
And the Lord will
become )('.'.'n‘e)‘ aver
all the carth” (Zec
14:5-9). These were the shining visions of a future
life of perfection, everlasting happiness in a garden
sustained by flowing water from God's own sanc-
tuary and flled with good things, over which God
reigns supreme.

The symbolic themes of water and the garden
with the tree are especially evident in the Gospel of
John. When Jesus encountered a woman at a well
in Samaria, he told her, “/f you knew the gift of God, and
who tf ta thal tvsaying lo you, "Give me a drink,” you would)
bave asked bini, and be woald bave given you living water:. .
[ W hoever drinko of the water that I whall give hint will nev-
er thiret; the water that I aball give bimn will become i bem
a opring of water welling up to eternal life ™ (Jn 4:10, 14).
The “gift of God" is the Holv Spirit, as St. John tells
us when Jesus proclaimed to the crowds gathered
for a feast in Jerusalem: “If any one thirst, let bint come
to me and drink. He who believes in me, ao the seripture bas
watd, ‘Out of bis beart ahall flow rivers of living water.” Now
ths be aatd about the Spirtt, which those who belteved in bim
were Lo rfr(r]ff;ﬁ:r aa yet the Spf}'{r‘ bae not been yt'l'm, be-
eauve Jeswr wao not yet glovified” (Jn 7:37-39). Jesus
himsell “bore our sins in bic body on the tree” (1 Pt 2:24),
and “in the place where be waas crucified there waa a garden”
(Jn 19:41). Jesus’ tomb was in the same garden.
There, “carly, while it was
atill dark” (Jn 20:1),
Mary Magda-

lene encountered

the Risen Lord,

whom she at first
took for a garden-
er (see Jn 20:15).
God again walked
with his people in a gar-
den, not in the cool of
the evening but of the
morning.

St. Benedicl, by
{imothy
Schnalz
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“This ts the initial
vision that God
gived ud, of a garden
watered by a river
and centered on
the tree of life, in
which we bumands
had intimate
communion with

God. ”

The ethereal Cathedral of Afdlan, ftaly conntracted frome 1385 to 1485;
the eatire (Ju.-fr—’.r‘.r{a; f |_J,v’ll,r'nr':‘ white murble, with thowrands ;f.f'.m.:mr.a on the exterior

The hope of the new Heavens and the new earth is
taught by the apostles as well. St. Paul teaches that
“the creatton wails with eager longing for the revealing of the

wons of God: for the creation waws subjected to Jutdity, not of

tta own will but by the will of bint who subjected it in bope;
because the creation itoelf will be aet free from ita bondage to
decay and obtain the gloriows liberty of the children of God.
We know that the whole creation bas been groaning in tra-
vatl together until now” (Rom 8:19-22). All that God
has made shares our destiny. St. Paul also tells us
that God “ha. made known to wo in all wisdom and inaight
the myatery of ber will, according to biv purpose which be vet
torth tn Christ as a plan for the frlllness of time, to undte all
thing in bim, things in Heaven and things on earth” (Eph
1:9-10). And St. Peter reassures us that “according
to bhis promise we wall for new Heavens and a new earth in
wheel righteowoneas dwelle” (2 Pt 5:13).

The culmination of these Scriptural promises is
found in the book of Revelation, the last book of the
Bible, much of which is focused on the end times
and this dazzling vision of Heaven: “Then [ oaw a new
Heaven and a new earth; for the firat Heaven and the firat
earth bad pavoed away, and the sea was no more. And I oaw
the boly city, new Jerusalent, coming down out of Heaven
[front God, prepared ao a bride adorned for ber buaband; and 1
beard a lowd voiee from the throne saying, "Bebold, the dwell-
g of God o with nien. He will dwell with them, and they
ahall be bio ﬂd.'ﬂ"l.'(f." and God bim, lL‘!f.u’z"fz‘( be with themy; be will
u'.{m’ Away every lc’rn'_f:f“r?m their ey, and death vball be no
more, netther aball there be mowrning nor crying nor pain
any maore, for the former | J:?.*}r_qft have paavved away.” And be

who ot upon the throne waid, ‘Bebold, [ make all !L*f}:.r;.f e,
oo And be waid to me, It i done! Tam the Alpha and the
Omeqa, the beginning and the end. To the thivaty I will jive

Srom the fountain of the water of life without payment”™ (Ry

21:1-6). In this passage, we hear again the promise
of a new creation, where God will be always with us,
and we will be able to drink unceasingly of the wa-
ter of lite, the [oly Spirit, the very expression of the
love between the Father and the Son.

As the vision continues, God “whowed nie the river of
the water of ltfe, bright aur crystal, flowing from the throne
of God and of the Lamb through the middle of the street of
the ctty; aloo, on etther aide of the rives; the tree of life with
tta twelve kinds of fradt, yielding its fruit cach month; and
the leaves of the tree were for the bealing of the nations”
(Rv 22:1-2). The garden is now within the holy city,
which is the Bride of Christ, the Church (see Rv
21:9-10). “[T]he Lamb in the midat of the throne” —
our Lord Jesus Christ — “will be four] abepherd, and
he will guide fus] to aprings of living water” (Rv 7:17).
And to “bim who conguera I will grant to eat of the tree of
life, which i in the paradise of God” (Rv 2:7) — that is,
those who are glorified with God will be given the
Food of Lite himself, our Lord Jesus Christ. Those
who have been saved will experience the unity of
humanity that God had willed from the beginning
of creation, and the vision of God will be “the ever-
[']owing we]l-spring of happiness, peace, and mutual
communion” (CCC 1045). The universe itself will be
renewed, “perfectly re-established in Christ™ (CCC
1042).

*Lasmen Gientin 48: ot Acts 5:21: Ephestans 1:10: Colosians 1:20; 2 Peter 3:10-13
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What, Then, of the Tribulation and the Earthly
“Rapture”?

Rather than focus our hopes on God's promises
of glory to those who have placed their hope in him
and have followed his commandments, some current
theories of the end times focus on fear and a hope of
escape [rom sulfering.

We know that the end times will be violent and
horrilving. Jesus described them in great detail to
his apostles, when “the Heaveno and earth that now exist
bave been atored HpﬁJr ﬁf'{.‘, /Jc.*'rr.(; J(‘q:f until the Ja‘l,r l‘fft ,r'r.fr'}r
ment and destruction of wngodly men” (2 Pt 3:7). Jesus
describes warfare, famines, and natural calamities.
Evil will be tar greater and therefore “mast men s love
will grow cold” (Mt 24:12). He prophesies that there
will be a terrible persecution of the Church, with the
loss of [aith on the part ol many believers and inter-
nal betrayals and hatreds, and the rise of fulse proph-
cts and false Messiahs that will lead people astray
(see Mt 24:9-11, 23-24). This will be the time of the

tinal etfort of Satan to

But what of those expectations of being “rap-
tured”? These seem to be derived from a verse in
St. Paul’s First Letter to the Thessalonians, where
he tells them that, following the Resurrection of the
dead, those who are left alive “whall be caught up to-
gether with [the dead in Christ] in the clowds to meet the
Lord in the alr: and oo we aball always be with the Lord” (1
Thes 4:17). Being “caught up to meet the Lord in
the air” has been labeled the “rapture” from the Lat-
in word raprenuar which we translate into English as
“we shall be caught up.” Yet the previous verse in
the same letter shows that this is no secret coming of
the Lord: “For the Lord himaoelf will descend from Heaven
weth a ery of command, with the archangel’s call, and with
the wound of the trumpet of God” (1 Thes 4:16). Instead
of a “secret rapture.” the just will meet the Lord at
his Second Coming.

Believers in the rapture olten pair this idea with a
verse from the book of Revelation, where Jesus tells
the members of one of the local churches: “Becaue
vou have kept my word of

tear apart the Kingdom OHG VORSHAYVS UA
of God on earth. It will NATY 9Tgvp‘7 b:{i:

VH!
truly be a battle to the ? )

death.
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patient endurance, | will
1(‘:':’;? _'L;rm‘)‘}wn the bour of
trial which (o coming on
the whole world, to fry thoae

And Jesus’ coming
will be obvious, as St.
Paul tells us: “For the
Lord binaelf will deacend

Srom Heaven with a ery of

handmaid, set up this,

contmand, with the arch-
angel s call, and with the
wotnd of the triumpet of God” (1 Thes 4:16). Those who
will be saved will be “a great mudtitude which no man
coteld ﬂmufrg':; 'f.'r'ﬂm every m:f':}w,lf}‘wn all trebes and p:’:mfdzr
and tongues” (Rv 7:9) “who bave come out of the great trib-
wlation: t J’Jt’y bave waobed their robes and made them white
i the blood of the Lanth” (Rv 7:14). We will not be ex-
empt from the suffering of this time, but keeping the
taith will be rewarded by God.

Many people have put together a number of verses
from the book of Revelation to attempt to identily ex-
actly when the “end times” will begin, how long they
will last, and how many people will be saved. But Je-
sus tells us that we do not know when the end of the
world will come (see Mk 13:32-33). For this reason,
the Church discourages
speculation on this ques-
tion, because it focus-
es on the wrong things
and seeks to know the
unknowable.

Mie Gordianus Gallix nuneins, jugulatus pro fide, cum fanulii
told; quicsennt in pace; Theophila ancilla feett

Here lies Gordianus, deputy of Gaul, who was mnrdered, with
all his family, for the faith; they rest in peace,

AZnd century inscegplion on a grave in one of the catacomby near Ronme,
cotdencing the willinmgpens to love one s Ul for the wake of the next life

“Jesus will not come sgecretly
to ‘rapture’ a few deserving folks
before he comes publicly.”

who dwell wpon the earth”
(Rv 3:10). To believers
_ ! in “rapture,” this sug-
o, Ik gests that the righteous
will be spared the suf-
ferings of the end times
— the “tribulation.”
Yet there is nothing in Revelation that links protec-
tion from “the hour of trial” with a general dispensa-
tion from the suf‘fering of the end times; the theme
instead is that of receiving God's grace so as to “hald
Saot what you bave, so that no one nuay cetze your erown”
(Rv 3:11). Laterin Revelation, we are given a vision
of “a great multitude which no man could number; front ev-
ery nalton, ﬁ'mu all trites and pmpfm and tonguied, stand-
ing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white
robea” (Rv 7:9), and we learn that they are those “who
havve come ol ;Irf.-‘),'rc'.:_ﬂ'«'d! tribulation; H."c_y Daave waaabed Lhedr
robea and made them while (r the blood of the Lamb " (Rv
7:14). They have experienced, not avoided, the trib-
ulation. Jesus never promised to spare us sutfering,
but instead praved to his Father for protection from
loss of eternal life: "/ do
not pray that thow ahowldat
take thent ont tff. the world,
but that thou ohouldst ;{'wp
themt from the evdl one” (In
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17:15). Jesus will not come seeretly to “rapture” a
few deserving folks before he comes publicly. Jesus
himsell tells us that “as the lightning comes from the eaat
and abies zr.-ﬁu' ot Hhe weal, o will be the comig ({‘,“h‘f&’ Son
egfn.rm.' " (Mt 24:27). Jesus will come a second time,
not a third, and we will know that he has come!

Other speculation centers on a “thousand-year
reign of Christ” on earth before the Last Judgment
during which some of the righteous will be resur-
rected to reign with him (see Rv 20:4-6). This pas-
sage is dithcult to interpret but does not necessar-
ily suggest a literal period of time, since most of the
numbers in the book of Revelation are symbolic, as
indeed are the images ol the garden. the river, and
the tree of life. The Church does not offer an official
interpretation of this passage, but we do know that
Christ 1s already reigning since he began proclaim-
ing the Kingdom of God. It is possible that the sym-
bolic language of the book of Revelation is referring
to the present age, between Jesus' first and Second
Coming, with the “wanls of thooe who bad been bebead-
ed for their teatimony to Jesws and for the word of God ...
[who] canie to life, and recgiied with Chrin” (Rv 20:4) be-
ing a description ol the current state of the Church,
with the saints in glm'y in Heaven reigning with him,
as St. Paul assures us will happen: “/1]f we endure. we
whall also redgn with bim” (2 Tm 2:12).

It is [ar more important to focus on the struggle
the Church will have with Satan as the end times
approach (see Rv 20:7-10) and not to assume that
a "Heaven on earth” will exist before Jesus comes
again to judge the world (see CCC 676). The
Church specifically rejects pseudo-messianism “by
which man glorifies himself in place of God and of
his Messiah come in the Hesh™ (CCC 675). This is
the deception of the Antichrist — a claim that we can
accomplish on carth what can be realized only fol-

lowing the Last Judgment (see CCC 676).

LPAVIL CHARLES PHOTOGRAY

As we look toward the fulfillment of the Kingdom
of God. we live in the here and now, striving daily to
build up the Kingdom. And, when "we have spread
on earth the fruits of our nature and our enterprise
T accor{ling to the Cﬂmmal‘ld 0[‘ t;'l.e [K’rd a]](] in INS
Spirit, we will find them once again, cleansed this
time from the stain of sin, illuminated and transfig-
ured, when Christ presents to his Father an eternal
and universal Kil’lg___"f;]cun"‘a (CCC 1050). Then God
will be “all in all” (Eph 1:23), and we will experience
a true rapture, “caught up“ in the jov of God.

(CCC 675-677, 1042-1050)

“BEFQORE | FORMED YOU
in THE WOms,
| KNEW Y0U

(JER.13) -

7 Ci. 2 ']‘lless.\lnni.‘ma 2:4' ]2.' 1 Tlmss.‘ﬂnn'\;ms ;“:2'5; ‘2 Jnhn ?i 1 Ju]‘m 2'.]8. 22
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But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can atand when he appears?
For be co like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; be will it as a refiner and
purdfier of oilver; and he will purify the sona of Levt and refine them like gold and
atlver; tell they present right offeringa to the Lord. ~ Malachi 5:2-5

VERY HUMAN be-

ing has been creat-

ed with a calling so

profound and a des-
tiny so beautiful that human
words cannot even begin to
describe it. Indeed, when St.
Paul writes about the glories
of lite in Heaven, he says, “no
eve bas veen, nor ear beard, nor
the beart ;{_!'man conecetved, what
God bas prepared for those who
love bim” (1 Cor 2:9; see Is
64:4). The jov of Heavenisa
lite of such deep and perfect
love that we must be trans-
formed completely by love
before we can feel “at home.”
In Heaven, we will be in the
presence ol God. We know
from the Scriptures that the
presence of God is so pure
and so holy that “nething un-
clean aball enter it (Rv 21:27).
And so, before it is possible
to enter into Heaven, each
person must be perfect in pu-
rity and holiness. Jesus told
us as much when he said,
“You, theretore, muot be perfect,
as your Heavenly Father to per-
feet " (Mt 5:48).

Later Jesus went further.
“This io my commandment, that
Mot !'rrlt'u one (Lfm!f){'f' o 1’ Jf-’{fl'l’.’
loved you” (Jn 15:12). Jesus
loved us to the cross, by lay-

ing down his very life for us. It is absolutely neces-
sary that we learn to selflesslv love in the same way.
This is our great task, for it will not be possible for
us to enter Heaven unless our love has been puri-

ES PHOTOGGR APHY

I AT CTTARL

“The Lordy dedsire to save us
L4 J0 strong that it extends

even past the grave.”

The Sacred Heart of Jeauws, fll of endleas mercy

fied of selfishness and reach-
es the level of divine perfec-
tion. We experience much
of this purification in our
suffering while in this earth-
ly life. Some people leave
this life with the kind of love
for God and neighbor that is
totally selfless and pure. Itis
the saints that have reached
pertect holiness during their
life on earth who will be
immediately admitted into
eternal glory at the moment
of death. However, many
others die without grave
sin and in relationship with
God, though not having
reached this necessary con-
dition of perlection. Some
sins, though forgiven, may
still have grave consequenc-
es as vet unsatisfied. It is the
person in this condition who
will enter Purgatory at the
moment of death. A beauti-
ful and poetic description of
the situation of those in Pur-
gatory is found in Scripture:
“But the souls of the righteot
are tn the band of God, and no
tornent will ever toaeh them. In
the Cyed :3/'!{?1’_1?1.:{:203 Hf)('_b’-'u‘.'(’ﬁh.’()
to bave ().'l'rr’, and their r)c'pm'mn’
wad thought to be an affliction,
and their going from s to be
thelr deatruction; bul they are at

peace. For though in the sight of men they were puntsbed,
thetr bope i full of immortality. Having been disciplined a
little, they will receive great good, because God teated them
and found them worthy of bimself; like gold in the furnace

e Aemes it o Coveerl srrermal Mimieirnr (ACM grants the el pruebaser parish, bl paredial maiwton. o advidual) permisoon teepeeTuce this Laba




be tried them, and like a sacrifcral burnt offering be accepted
thern " (Wis 3:1-6). This description tells us of the ut-
ter peace experienced by the souls in Purgatory de-
spite their need to be, for a time, a "sacrificial burnt
offering.”

CYLUHILARETY

LRAVTIrCELARL

What is Purgatory? It is a temporary state of ex-
istence in which the soul is purified and brought to
Christian perfection. Just as God purified the un-
clean lips of Isaiah with a burning coal (see Is 6:5-7),
so he graciously purities his children before bring-
ing them to eternal glory in Heaven: “Now f any one
buadlds on the _f;wm’.ru'r}m with _tft’."‘(}) Jilver, pn’r’{}nm dhined,
wood, bay, otraw — each man s work will become mani-
fc"ff,‘_,’:!r the .Dd_y will Haclooe i, becawse it will be revealed
wil ;f{ffrc'. and H.{‘{.'ff.‘ﬁ.' will teat what vort quwu{' cach one baa
done. If the work which any man bas budlt on the founda-
tion survives, be will recetve a reward. If any manls work &
burned up, be will suffer looa, though be bimself will be saved,
bat only @ through fire” (1 Cor 3:12-15). Indeed, the
Lord’s desire to save us is so strong that it extends
even past the grave. He is intent on purging any
remaining selfishness or residual effects of sin that
would prevent us from entering into the full com-
munion of the saints in Heaven. This purity of heart
is necessary lor [ull participation in Trinitarian life.
Scripture says, “Bleswed are the pure in beart, for they
whall wee God” (Mt 5:8).

All who enter Purgatory have the blessed assur-
ance that they will spend eternity in Heaven. This
assurance brings them great consolation as they en-
dure their final purification. Both the Church in
Heaven (the saints) and the Church on earth can
help those suffering in Purgatory. The Bible exhorts
us to “make alonement _,f.'ru' the dead, that t !3(_1; m.f_};lfr.-‘ be de-
livered from their vin” (2 Mc 12:45). Christians from
the carliest times offered prayers tor those who had
fallen asleep in death. As well, the saints in Heaven
make intercession to God the Father tor them. Not
only praver but also fasting and works of penance
can be offered for the dead and help bring them into
the glory of Heaven.

Purgatory is one of the Lord’s greatest mercies.
The fact that such a place of purification even exists
is a testimony to God's deep and providential love
for us.

(CCC 1030-1032, 1472)

“Purgatory is one of the

Lords greatest mercies.”

Place of mercy: a kneeler aetup for the Sacrament of Reconciliation
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Resurrection of The (@0@/

Thy dead shall live, their bodics abhall rise. O dwellers in the dust, awake and aing for joy!
~ lvatah 26:19

N THE APOSTLES' CREED, we profess: "[ believe

. in the resurrection of the body.” We say
that we believe our physical body will be re-
united with our soul in eternity.

We are well aware of the Resurrection of Jesus
on Easter morn (see handout on Resurrection). But
from its earliest years, the Church has taught that
our mortal bodies, which grow stiff and cold in death
and become corrupt in
the grave or ashes in
the furnace, will, like
Jesus' bod_\-', be bI‘ought
again to life.

Even belore Jesus'
coming, there was a growing understanding that,
because we are both body and soul, our bodies must
eventually share eternity with the soul: “God ereated
man for incorraption, and made bim in the image of hio own
eternity” (Wis 2:23). The Pharisees who were Jesus’
contemporaries believed in the resurrection of the
body (see Acts 23:8). Jesus often spoke of his own
Resurrection (see Mt 12:39-40; Mk 8:31; Mk 9:31)
and promised resurrection for us as well. 7 an: the
resurrection and the life” (Jn 11:25), Je-
sus tells us, “Yor this i the will of niy

Father, that every one who acea the
Son and believe i bim abowld

“Becaudse we are both body and soul,
our bodies muast eventually share
eternity with the soul.”

bave eternal life: and I will raioe bim up at the last day”
(Jn 6:40).

As in the Eucharist, when bread and wine by the
words of Christ spoken by the priest are made into
his Body, Blood, Soul, and Divinity, so we who par-
take of the Eucharist, by the word of our Risen Sav-
ior, will some day receive back our bodies, glorified
and made fit to dwell forever in Heaven: “fH Je who
cals my. Heab and dreahos "y
blood bao eternal life, and 1
will ratoe bine up at the last
day” (Jn 6:54). Nour-
ished with Jesus’ pre-
cious body and blood in
the Holy Eucharist, on the last day we “will appear
with bim in glory” (Col 3:4), 1f we have lived and died
in righteousness, we will in soul and body be resplen-
dent, as our Risen Lord is resplendent in Heaven
(see Rv 1:13-16), a foreshadowing of which the apos-
tles saw on Mount Tabor, where they were dazzled
by the splendor of Jesus’ body when “he was trans-
fugured before them, and bis face sbone like the sun, and bhis
garments became white as light” (see Mt 17:2).

Our souls, at the
moment of death, are
taken into eternity at
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the Particular Judgment (see handout
on The Four Last Things). We must
await our bodily resurrection un-
til Jesus' Second Coming, when
“the Lored binteelf will descend from
Heaven with a cry of command,
with the archangel s call, and with
the sound of the trumpet of God.

And the dead i Chreat will rive”
(1 Thes 4:16). Then our bod-

ies will be glorified, no longer

corruptible; Christ “will change %
outr lowly body to be like bio gloriois
body” (Phil 3:21; see also | Cor
15:44). Yet not only the just will
be resurrected; for “all who are in the
!l”“;’.' ",!‘ﬁf z?(t”" J!‘f;' l"[?{’('(' ('HI(J l"!‘?ﬁh'ﬂ”‘h{?.
thooe who bave done good. to t be rear-
rection of life, and those who bave done
evdl, 1o the resurrection of judgment " (Jn
5:28-29). Our bodies will rise and
be made incorruptible, and be reunited to our souls
forever, in splendor if we have been good or to judg-
ment and Hell if we have done evil and spurned God
(see also Mt 16:27; Rom 2:6-8).

Throughout history, there have been those who
question this amazing truth, asking, “How can a
l_!(‘ldl\f S50 Dh\’iousl‘\’ I‘I'IOT‘TEI] il.l'ld B0 ]'cadil}’ (_‘Orr‘uptih]e
Faith in
him who is "the Resurrection and the Life” is need-
ed, and as St. Paul
emphatically teach-

be raised to life again in everlasting life?”

es us, faith in Jesus'
Resurrection neces-
sarily requires faith
that we, too, will be
raised: “Now ¢f Chriot
o preached ao ratoed front the dead, bow can some of you
way that there to no resurrection of the dead? But of there is
no reattrrection of the dead, then Christ bao not been raied;
tf Chreat haa not been raioed, then our preaching i tn vain
and your faith tr in vain. We are cven found to be mio-
representing God, becawoe we testified of God that he radeed
Chriot, whon be d not ratoe if it (o true that the dead are
not rawsed,  For if the dead are not raioed, then Christ b
not been racied. )ff(‘!')f'.if! bt not been ."m:tcv', ‘:;mtr_f}u'fb tat
Jutdde and you are still in your sine. Then thowe also who
bave fallen aoleep tn Chriot bave perivhed. If for this lite
only we bave boped in Christ, we are of all men modt to be
piteed. But tn fact Cheist bao been raised from the dead, the
Sirat fradts of those who bave fallen asleep™ (1 Cor 15:12-
20). If Christ himself could rise from the dead, he

Avmall fragment of bone of St. Jobn
Bowseo, patron of yoruth: the Church bolds in
yreal reapect the mortal remaine of people of
remarkable boliness

“If Christ bimoself could rise from the
dead, be can certainly, by bis almighty

power, resurrect us as well.”

can certainly, by his almighty power, res-
urrect us as well.
And just as Jesus gave the apos-
tles a glimpse into eternity even
before his Resurrection by his
Transhguration, we too gain a
bodily participation in Heav-
en when we “were bureed there-
Jare with him by baptiom into
death, a0 that as Chridt wauo
rawred from the dead by the yﬂwy
of the Father, we too might walk in
newness of life” (Rom 6:4). We
already share in Jesus’ glorious
Resurrection as members of his
body, as St. Paul tells us: “Do you not
know that your bodica are menibera of
Chret?... Do you not know that your
body e a temple of the Holy Spivit?
You are nol your own; ... g0 qlorify
God i your body ™ (1 Cor 6:15, 19-
20). Aware ol this ennobling lact, we must respect
our own bodies as vessels of our souls and of the very
body and blood of Christ Jesus our Risen God. We
must, as well, give respect to and treat with dignity
the bodies of our neighbors, for we are all part of
Christ and we are all one in him.

Jesus said that “apart from me you can do nothing”
(Jn 15:5) but “with God nothing will be impossible” (Lk
1:37). By her Assumption into Heaven, the Mother
of God has already
been glorified in
body and soul (see
Rv 12:1). Thisis in-
deed for us a sign of
hope that we, too,
can look forward
to our own bodily resurrection, to enjoy forever the
sight and company of God as the complete human
beings he created us to be. St. Paul sums up the
time and manner of our resurrection and glorifica-
tion: “Lo! I 1ell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but
we whall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an
eye, at Lhe laot trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the
dead will be ratsed imperishable, and we aball be changed.
For this periabable nature must pul on the imperishable,
and thu mortal nature muost pul on immortality” (1 Cor
15:51-53). Death has been conquered, “wwallowed up
tn [Christs] victory” (1 Cor 15:54). In a rapture of
love and joy, we will join with the angels and saints
in a grand “Hosannab in the bigheot!” (Mk 11:9).

(CCC 556. 966, 988-1004)
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e Yecond Coming of Chirist

oo then will appear the aign of the Son of man in Heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth

will mowurn, and they will see the Son of man coming on the clouds of Heaven with power and

great glory; and he will send out biv angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will galher bhis
elect from the four winds, from one end of Heaven to the other. ~ Matthew 24:50-31

HRIST WAS SENT into the

world by the Father to

usher in the Kingdom

of Heaven on earth.
He announced the coming
of God'’s reign that had been
promised by the prophets of
old and before ascending into
IHeaven he established a visi-
ble order and structure to it:
the Church. The reality of
the Kingdom continues in the
Church, which has been given
the same authority and power
of Christ. While the Church is
truly the Kingdom of Heaven
on earth, it is only the begin-
ning, the seed. The powers of
sin and death were conquered
by Christ on Calvary, defini-
tively, but his Lordship has
not yet been recognized by all,
nor has his Kingdom come in
its fullness. That is why we
still pray “thy Kingdont come” (Mt 6:10) and “Come, Lord
Jenw” (Rv 22:20).

Christ is coming back to subject all things to him-
sell: “fEfvery knee vhould bow. in Heavenn and on earth and
wunder the carth, and every tongee confens that Jeots Chriat i
Lovd, to the glory of God the Fatber” (Phil 2:10-11). His
promised return will lluppcn in the last (]ays and will
mark the end of time. Since Christ ascended into
Heaven, we have been in the last days. While the
LLord promised that there would be signs of his return,
he also said, “Take becd, « '{H’('}:’,“f; e your do not know when
the time will come” (Mk 13:35). Rather than becoming
anxious about his return, the Lord asks us to be pre-

e appeans to dlary Alagdalene on Faster morning,
ty Fra Angelico, 1387-1455

pared, that is, to live the pres-
ent day as if it were the day of
the Lord's return.

One of the signs that Je-
sus prophesied would signal
the last days is the appear-
ance of “falwe Christs and fule
prophets " (see Mt 24:24) who
will assault the Church one
last time before his glorious
return (see Mt 24:3-24).
The Antichrist is not neces-
sarily one individual but re-
fers to anyone who denies
that Jesus is the Christ:
“]“{N" ."H(f”y ()c'('t.‘:“i'r.'n! ).(’(TI'L' _{}(”h’
out into the world, men who will
not acknowledge the coming of
Jeaws Christ in the fleab; auch
a one (o Lhe decedver and the an-
tickriat” (2 Jn v 7; see also 1
Jn 2:18-23).

The Second Coming should
not make us fearful, because
Christ has already won the victory. It is true that
when he comes, the Final Judgment will take place,
but like his first coming his return is also motivated
by love. God the Father’s love for his children is fully
revealed in Christ both then, now, and forever. Even
when he comes again, he still “Destres all men to be aved
and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Tm 2:4). 1f
we repent and turn back to Christ even in the "elev-
enth hour” before the judgment, he will save us. The
expectation of his coming is a constant reminder to be
vigilant and call for conversion and ongoing conver-
sion in our daily lives.

(CCC 668-679, 2771-2772, 2816-2818)

“His promised return will happen in the last days and
will mark the end of time.”
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